St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Exodus: The Gospel in the Old Testament: Fellowship Hall, lower level of
church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Second Sunday in Lent
February 24 & 25, 2018
Jesus Carries Our Cross: Selfishness

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be
Christian Worship 347

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Genesis 28:10-17
In his suffering, Jacob turned to God, not to himself.

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the
night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to
sleep. He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven,
and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said:
“I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your
descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and
you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be
blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I
will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not
aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of
God; this is the gate of heaven.”
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 73
In our suffering, we trust in God’s strength, not in our own.

I am always with you, O LORD;
you hold me by my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will take me into glory.
Whom have I in heaven but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Second Lesson

Romans 5:1-11
In our suffering, we rejoice in the glory of God, not in our own glory.

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And
we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because
we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he
has given us.
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s
wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this
so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
Verse of the Day
M:
Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Mark 8:31-38
In our suffering, we follow the path first walked by Jesus, not our own path.

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.
He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he
said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
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Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anyone is
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed
of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Handbells & Choir

Just As I Am
arranged by Arnold Sherman

Just as I am, without one plea
But that thy blood was shed for me
And that thou bid’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Hymn of the Day

Lord, You I Love With All My Heart
Christian Worship 434

Sermon

Romans 5:1-11
A Proper Perspective
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Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Lent
M:
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by
his obedient death on the cross.
C:

We confess that without your love we are lost.
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M:

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

C:

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the
cost.

M:

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution
for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what
is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith
and their values as Christians.

C:

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

M:

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the
depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by
war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

C:

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and hope.

M:

Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors, physicians and nurses, social
workers and caring friends, all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the
dying.

C:

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of
death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
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Hymn

Day by Day (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 765

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
Christian Worship 428

Announcements
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.
“Psalm 73” Tune Jack Noble White © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“Just As I Am” Text public domain.
“Thank the Lord” Text and tune public domain.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Lisa Eggebrecht, piano (Saturday)
Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday)

Adult Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Head Ushers

Greeters

Mark Naumann (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM)
Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)
John Frailing, Kathryn Hendee, Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 AM)
Herb & Karen Schrank, Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Ed and Rachel Miller in memory of Ed’s mother, Bev Miller,
and for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Tom Suess, recovering from hip replacement surgery

•

Carol Willick, scheduled for melanoma surgery on Monday
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Readings for the Week of Lent 2
M
T
W
TH
F
S

John 7:14-18…..……………………………………..….Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19
Acts 5:17-29….….…………………………………..….Acts 5:34-42
1 Samuel 3:1-18……….………………………………...Matthew 21:28-32
Jeremiah 20:7-13……….……………………………….Acts 16:8-15
Hebrews 5:4-10…….………………………………..…..Isaiah 41:8-13
Matthew 21:33-46.………………………………………Isaiah 49:7-13
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Parents’ Preview for March 4
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“O Lord, We Praise You” stanza 1
(Christian Worship 318)
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Lenten Worship Opportunities
St. John’s midweek Lenten services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 PM and 6:45 PM.
Lenten fellowship meals will be served between services beginning at 4:30 PM.
February 28 – Midweek Lent 3
Theme: Jesus Our Great High Priest Makes Us Priests
Preacher: Pastor Tom Knickelbein
Menu: Italian night
March 7 – Midweek Lent 4
Theme: Jesus Is Our Perfect High Priest
Preacher: Pastor Keith Amborn
Menu: Casserole night
March 14 – Midweek Lent 5
Theme: Jesus Is Our Self-Sacrificing High Priest
Preacher: Pastor Joel Leyrer
Menu: Pulled pork
March 21 – Midweek Lent 6
Theme: Jesus Our Great High Priest Serves at a Great Altar
Preacher: Pastor James Wilcox
Menu: Sloppy joes
March 29 – Maundy Thursday (3:30 PM and 6:45 PM Communion Services)
March 30 – Good Friday (1:00 PM Communion Service)
March 30 – Good Friday (6:45 PM Tenebrae Service)
April 1 – Easter Sunday (6:00 AM Sunrise Service)
April 1 – Easter Sunday (8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Festival Services)
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