St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

Good Friday
April 14, 2017
The Battle for Your Soul: The victory is complete.

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

The Lamb (see pg. 15)
Christian Worship Supplement 714

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight.

C:

I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.

M:

He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.

C:

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.

M:

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

C:

he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.
Isaiah 42:1-4a

M:

If the LORD dealt with us in justice as our sins deserved, not one of us could stand. Therefore let
us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

O most holy and righteous God, I am a sinner whose thoughts, words, and actions testify
to the evil that lurks within. Though I try to drown my old Adam with his evil deeds and
desires by daily contrition and repentance, yet he continues to overcome me. Hear my cry
for mercy. Take from me the sin that I have inherited and the sins that I have committed,
for the sake of your holy, precious blood and your innocent suffering and death.

M:

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand
M:

Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.

C:

Therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.
Isaiah 50:7

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
God most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the
cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12
Isaiah tells of the lamb whose sacrifice brings us forgiveness.

See, my servant will act wisely;
he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
Just as there were many who were appalled at him –
his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man
and his form marred beyond human likeness –
so will he sprinkle many nations,
and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
For what they were not told, they will see,
and what they have not heard, they will understand.

pg. 4

Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows,
yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
And who can speak of his descendants?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was stricken.
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
After the suffering of his soul,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
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Psalm of the Day
Psalm 22
David tells of the one forsaken by the LORD who yet still turns to the LORD for his strength.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me?
I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by everyone, despised by the people.
All who see me mock me;
they hurl insults, shaking their heads.
“He trusts in the LORD,” they say, “let the LORD rescue him.
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” Refrain
My mouth is dried up, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
you lay me in the dust of death.
A pack of villains encircles me;
they pierce my hands and my feet.
They divide my clothes among them
and cast lots for my garment. Refrain
But you, LORD, do not be far from me.
You are my strength; come quickly to help me.
I will declare your name to my people;
in the assembly I will praise you.
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All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,
and all the families of the nations will bow down before him,
They will proclaim his righteousness,
declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
The perfect High Priest became the perfect sacrifice.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are –
yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears
to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.
Verse of the Day
M:
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by
God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
Please stand
Gospel Lesson

John 19:17-30
John tells of the death of Jesus.

Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).
Here they crucified him, and with him two others – one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
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Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city,
and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate,
“Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each
of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to
bottom.
“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said,
“They divided my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.”
So this is what the soldiers did.
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said
to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that
time on, this disciple took her into his home.
Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said,
“I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk
of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth
Christian Worship 100

Sermon

John 19:17-30
The Sacrifice is Complete

Please stand
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Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Good Friday
M:
Father of mercy and love, we humbly come before you on this Good Friday to acclaim you for
taking pity on our lost condition.
C:

Thank you for loving a fallen world so much that you delivered up your Son to the cross
for us all.

M:

Because it pleased you to punish him in our place, we have full pardon for our sins.

C:

Grant to each of us a true and abiding faith and the peace that comes from being justified
in your sight.

M:

Jesus Christ, our only Savior, with your triumphant cry of victory you brought to a close your
blessed work of redeeming us from our sins.

C:

Our mortal tongues can never fully express the praise due to you for this ultimate gift of
love.

M:

What joy, what hope, what comfort is ours in the midst of sin and affliction, knowing that our
sins are forgiven through your sacrifice.

C:

As long as we live, let our hearts never stray from you and your word of promise.

M:

Holy Spirit, your gracious life-giving power has raised us from spiritual death to life and united
us in faith to our crucified and risen Redeemer.

C:

Grant that we may daily die to sin so that we are no longer held as slaves to sin.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Preserve us in the true faith until we share in the glory won for us on the cross.

C:

Until that day, keep your cross and perfect sacrifice always before us. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame
us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 18 of the service folder.
Please note that no hymns will be sung during the distribution.
During this time of silence, you are encouraged to read and meditate
on the Passion history on pgs. 16-17 as recorded by the four Gospel writers.
Please stand
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted (stanzas 1 & 3)
Christian Worship 127

There will be no announcements or postlude following the closing hymn.
All worshipers are asked to dismiss themselves and leave the church solemnly and in silence.
Please return on Easter morning to celebrate our Lord’s victory over death in his resurrection.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Lector

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ

Communion Assistants

Adam Goede, Cary Haakenson, Dave Leyrer

Head Usher

Mark Naumann

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Good Friday, April 14
Tenebrae Service at 6:45 PM
Easter Sunday, April 16
Sunrise Service at 6:00 AM
Breakfast at 7:15 AM
Festival Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 AM

Preservice music at 8:00 and 10:00 AM
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When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each
of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to
bottom.
“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided my garments among
themselves and cast lots for my clothing.” So this is what the soldiers did. And sitting down, they kept
watch over him there.
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who are going to
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the
Son of God!”
In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders mocked him. “He saved
others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the
cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ”
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself
and us!”
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of
Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to
his mother, “Here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this
disciple took her into his home.
At the sixth hour, darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped
shining. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
When some of them standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”
Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said,
“I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk
of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is
finished.”
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his life.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and
the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to
life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared
to many people.
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When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that
had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God.” When all the people
who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away.
Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and
cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.
Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews
did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken
and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been
crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear,
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony
is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may have faith. These things
happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another
scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”
Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who had
not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was
waiting for the kingdom of God. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the
Jews. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead.
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion
that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. So Joseph took the body. He was accompanied by
Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in
strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden Joseph’s own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock,
in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb
was nearby, they laid Jesus there and rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.
The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his
body was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the
Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,”
they said, “we remember that while he was alive that imposter said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’
So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come
and steal the body and tell people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be
worse than the first.”
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they went
and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own
goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in
mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted me as your child and made me a member
of the body of Christ. I thank you for the forgiveness of sins present in this Sacrament.
As I leave the table, empower me by your Spirit to witness and serve in your name. Amen.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
The Common Service, adapted by James E. Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Behold the Lamb of God” Text and tune public domain.
“The Lamb” Text and tune © 1987 Birnamwood Publications.
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