St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
June 30 & July 1, 2018
A Christian’s Calling: Rich through Christ’s poverty

Prelude
Opening Hymn

M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Every Morning Mercies New
Christian Worship 580
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which
exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

2 Samuel 12:11-25
In times of hardship – the death of his son – David showed faith in the LORD.

This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you.
Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie
with your wives in broad daylight. You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before
all Israel.’ ”
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by
doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.”
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After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and
he became ill. David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the
nights lying on the ground. The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground,
but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them.
On the seventh day the child died. David’s servants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead,
for they thought, “While the child was still living, we spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How
can we tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate.”
David noticed that his servants were whispering among themselves and he realized the child was
dead. “Is the child dead?” he asked.
“Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.”
Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes,
he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request
they served him food, and he ate.
His servants asked him, “Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and
wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!”
He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD
may be gracious to me and let the child live.’ But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring
him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”
Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a
son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him; and because the LORD loved him, he sent word
through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah.
Psalm of the Day
Psalm 30 (see pg. 17)
In times of hardship – nights of weeping and wailing – David showed faith in the LORD.
Second Lesson
2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13, 14
In times of hardship – trials and poverty – the Macedonian Christians showed faith in the Lord.
And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the
saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God’s will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to
completion this act of grace on your part. But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us – see that you also excel in this grace of
giving.
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I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the
earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be
equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will
supply what you need.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

Mark 5:21-24a, 35-43
In times of hardship – the death of his daughter – Jairus showed faith in Jesus.

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered
around him while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there.
Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please
come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him.
While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler.
“Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher any more?”
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Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. When they
came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing
loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but
asleep.” But they laughed at him.
After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with
him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which
means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was
twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know
about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

In You, O Lord, I Put My Trust
Christian Worship 448

Sermon

2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13, 14
From Rags to Riches: The Life of a Christian

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for the Nation
M:
Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your
gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its
people.
C:

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear.

M:

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to
govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed
forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities.

C:

Give us a willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good.

Nicene Creed: The word “creed” comes from a Latin word that simply means “I believe,” and
therefore a creed is a summary of what a person or group of people believe. The Nicene Creed is so
named because it was developed at the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. The “We believe…” of the Nicene
Creed emphasizes that Christians are united by a common faith and that our unity is founded on the
timeless truth of God’s Word. For more information on the Nicene Creed, see pg. 19 of Understanding
Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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M:

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may
produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident and spare our land
from the ravages of disease and epidemic.

C:

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.

M:

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each other,
parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to show
respect.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests.

C:

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.
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M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns

Day by Day (see pg. 18)
Christian Worship 765
Abide with Me
Christian Worship 588
O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
Christian Worship 316

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink (stanzas 1 & 2)
Christian Worship 405

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 30” Tune Steven Warner © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Seminary Student Jake Brohn

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Saturday)
Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday)

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Jeff Quint, Dan Schmal, Larry Totsky (8:00 AM)
Jeff Sitz, Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel (10:30 AM)

Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Naumann (8:00 AM); Matt Bahr (10:30 AM)
Mark & Jackie Bye, Sue Freedlund, John Frailing (8:00 AM)
Bruce & Kari Ailey, Barb Bergquist, June Krueger (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Pete and Lorrie Hansen in honor of the great nation in which
we live and in thanks for the blessing of freedom of worship.

In Our Prayers
•

Dan Eick, released from the hospital to convalesce at home.

•

Yvonne Quint, recovering at home from shoulder surgery on Thursday.

•

Pastor Eric Schroeder and family, deliberating a call to serve as associate pastor at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Appleton. We pray for God’s guidance and clarity as they consider where
they might best serve the kingdom of Jesus.

•

Gratefulness for the grace of God to allow us to worship in the freedom that our nation
provides. May we never take this for granted, but use every opportunity to proclaim boldly the
message of salvation in Christ alone.
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Psalm 30

Sing to the LORD, you saints of his;
praise his holy name.
For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may remain for a night,
but rejoicing comes in the morning. Refrain
To you, O LORD, I called;
to the Lord I cried for mercy.
Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me;
O LORD, be my help.
You turned my wailing into dancing,
that my heart may sing to you and not be silent.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 6
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Luke 9:57b-62…..………………………………………….Mark 9:38-41
1 Kings 19:15-21….….………………………………….…Philippians 3:12-16
Luke 9:51-57a……….……………………………………...Matthew 19:27-30
2 Timothy 4:1-5……….……………………………………Ezekiel 13:17-23
Luke 9:18-26…….……………………………….………...1 Thessalonians 2:13-20
Luke 14:25-35.………………………………………….….Matthew 13:47-52
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