St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
July 1 & 2, 2017
Summer in Rome: Reconciliation

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Spread, Oh, Spread the Mighty Word
Christian Worship 576

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show us your
mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not lose
the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Numbers 27:15-23
Moses has compassion for the people he leads.

Moses said to the LORD, “May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over
this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the
LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.”
So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your
hand on him. Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in
their presence. Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. He is
to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the
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LORD. At his command he and the entire community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command
they will come in.”
Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest
and the whole assembly. Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as the LORD instructed
through Moses.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 100
Those who have experienced God’s compassion sing his praises.

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Refrain
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Second Lesson

Romans 5:6-11
In his compassion, God sent his Son to reconcile us to him.

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s
wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this
so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. May your priest be clothed with righteousness; may your saints sing for joy.
Alleluia.

Please stand
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Matthew 9:35 – 10:8

Gospel

Jesus shows compassion to the hurting and downtrodden people of society.
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal
every disease and sickness.
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew
the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter
any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The
kingdom of heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

In You Is Gladness
Christian Worship 346

Sermon

Romans 5:6-11
Reconciliation

Gospel: The Gospel (Greek for “good news”) sets the theme for the entire worship service. It is a
record of the very words and deeds of Jesus and is treated with reverence. The rest of the Old and New
Testaments center around who Jesus is and what he did for us as recorded in the Gospels. For more
information on the Gospel, see pg. 18 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.

Please stand
Prayer of the Church for the Nation
M:
Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your
gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its
people.
C:

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear.
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M:

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to
govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed forces
and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities.

C:

Give us a willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good.

M:

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may
produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident and spare our land
from the ravages of disease and epidemic.

C:

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.

M:

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each other,
parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to show
respect.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests.

C:

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder
Distribution Hymns

Before the Lord We Bow
Christian Worship 618
Rejoice in God (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 733
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Christian Worship 309

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

God Bless Our Native Land
Christian Worship 619

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday)

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Mark Meissner, Jeff Quint, Jeff Scheibe (8:00 AM)
Dan Pollesch, Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel (10:30 AM)

Tom Wessel (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)
Tony & Erica Balistreri, Deb Fitzsimmons and Mary Rindfleisch (8:00 AM)
Bruce & Kary Ailey and John & Julie Rader (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


The altar flowers are placed by Pete and Lorrie Hansen in honor of the great nation in which we
live and in thanks for the blessing of freedom of worship.

In Our Prayers


Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 4
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Mark 2:1-12…..…………………………………………………. Jeremiah 14:7-9
Judges 10:6-16…….….…………………………………………. Luke 7:36-50
Mark 2:13-17…………………………………………………….. Luke 15:11-32
Romans 4:1-8……………………………………………………. Romans 4:16-25
Romans 5:1-5……………………………………………………. Romans 5:6-11
1 John 2:1-6……………………………………………………… Isaiah 43:22-28
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Parents’ Preview for July 9
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Gospel Acclamation
This response is sung after the reading of the Gospel.
We praise our crucified and risen Lord whose words we hear in the Gospel.

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own
goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in
mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains
in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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