St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
July 15 & 16, 2017
Ministry Anniversary: Farming God’s Fields

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

To Your Temple I Draw Near
Christian Worship 226

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which
exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Exodus 32:15-29
The Levites demonstrate their love for the LORD above love for their brothers.

Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They
were inscribed on both sides, front and back. The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the
writing of God, engraved on the tablets.
When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in
the camp.”
Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat;
it is the sound of singing that I hear.”
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When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw
the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he took the calf
they had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made
the Israelites drink it.
He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?”
“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil. They
said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of
Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take
it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”
Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so
become a laughingstock to their enemies. So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is
for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him.
Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to
his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and
friend and neighbor.’ ” The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the
people died. Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the L ORD today, for you were against your
own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 89
God’s great love for us enables us to love and praise him.

I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever;
I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.
I will declare that your love stands firm forever;
that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
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The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. Refrain
O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?
You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,
who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD.
They rejoice in your name all day long;
they exult in your righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson
Romans 6:1b-11
Because we have been buried with Christ through baptism, we are able to love God above all things.
Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live
in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in
his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin – because anyone who has died has been freed
from sin.
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since
Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. Alleluia.
Please stand
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Gospel
Matthew 10:34-42
Jesus calls us to love him above all – above family, personal safety, and even our very lives.
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword. For I have come to turn
“ ‘a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law –
a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’
“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.
“He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. Anyone
who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives
a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. And if anyone
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he
will certainly not lose his reward.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Lord of the Living Harvest
Christian Worship 559

Sermon

Matthew 13:3-9
A Crazy Calling

Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places,
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun
came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop
– a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear.”

pg. 8

Please stand
Response to the Word

C:

On What Has Now Been Sown (stanza 1)
Christian Worship 322

On what has now been sown
Your blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is yours alone
To make it spring and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise
And you alone shall have the praise!

Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has
called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life,
he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the
grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder.
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Distribution Hymns

Your Kingdom, O God (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 755
Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying
Christian Worship 573
I Come, O Savior, to Your Table
Christian Worship 310

Please stand

M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to
eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope,
and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

On What Has Now Been Sown (stanzas 2 & 3)
Christian Worship 322

Announcements
Postlude

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 89” Tune and tone © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer.
“On What Has Now Been Sown” Text public domain.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Glory Be to God” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public domain.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.
“If God Himself Be For Me” Text and tune public domain.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 6
Luke 9:57b-62…..…………………………………………... Mark 9:38-41
1 Kings 19:15-21…….….…………………………………... Philippians 3:12-16
Luke 9:51-57a………………………………………………. Matthew 19:27-30
2 Timothy 4:1-5…………………………………………….. Ezekiel 13:17-23
Luke 9:18-26………………………………………………... 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20
Luke 14:25-35………………………………………………. Matthew 13:47-52
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Steven Stern

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician
Communion Assistants

Greeters

Head Ushers

Lynn Kozlowski, organ
Keith Hackbarth, Greg Martin, Larry Totsky (8:00 AM)
Dave Allerheiligen, Andrew Duncan, Jeff Scheibe (10:30 AM)
John Frailing & Sue Freedlund and Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 AM)
Jes & Susan Mariscal and Paula Rauth & Becky Rehborg (10:30 AM)
Matt Bahr (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM); Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


The altar flowers are placed by Barbara J. Weihing in loving memory of her mother, Linda,
brother, Merle R., and sister, Helen M. Weihing and for blessings received.

In Our Prayers


Macy Grace Leyrer, daughter of Jonathan and Jessica, neé Reddy, Leyrer was baptized in a
private ceremony on Wednesday, July 12. Serving as sponsors are Amanda and Craig Bird.



Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home and Alice Sebald in hospice care at
Heritage Deer Creek.
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and
condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me
worthy to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here,
cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.
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Pastor Steven Stern
Steven Stern was raised on a farm near Sanborn, Minnesota. He grew up with an older sister
and a younger sister and brother. He and his family were members of Zion Lutheran Church in
Sanborn. He began his studies for the ministry by attending Dr. Martin Luther High School in
New Ulm, Minnesota and completed his studies by attending Northwestern College in
Watertown, Wisconsin and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wisconsin. During his
vicar year at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Adrian, Michigan he met Jean Quast who was
teaching third and fourth grade at St. Stephen’s. They became engaged and were married in
June of 1967 after Steven’s graduation from the seminary.
In August of 1967 Pastor Stern was ordained and installed as pastor at Grace Lutheran Church
in Le Sueur, Minnesota. In April of 1971 Pastor Stern and his wife and two daughters moved
to Markesan, Wisconsin and he became the pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church. In July of
1986 Pastor Stern and his wife and two daughters and two sons moved to Wauwatosa,
Wisconsin, and he became a chaplain on the staff of Wisconsin Lutheran Institutional
Ministries (WLIM). During his years with WLIM, Chaplain Stern did some ministry at
Milwaukee County Jail, the Milwaukee County Mental Health complex, some nursing home
ministry, some training of lay people to do one-on-one ministry, but primarily he was a
hospital chaplain at Milwaukee County Hospital and Froedtert Hospital. Much of his hospital
ministry was focused on ministering to cancer patients. In 2006 Chaplain Stern retired from
WLIM and since that time has been working half-time as a Chaplain for Froedtert Hospital,
still focusing on cancer patients in the clinical cancer center.
Chaplain Stern and his wife are the parents of two daughters and two sons and have also been
blessed with four grandchildren. Steve and Jean are so grateful for all the blessings they have
received throughout their years together and they thank all of you who have shared this day of
gratefulness with them.
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Parents’ Preview for July 23
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“If God Himself Be For Me” (stanza 1)
Christian Worship 419
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