St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.



Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Exploring Faith and Science: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
July 22 & 23, 2017
Summer in Rome: Battling

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

I Lay My Sins on Jesus (Saturday & 8:00 AM)
Christian Worship 372
Baptized in Water (10:30 AM)
Christian Worship 297

Affirmation of Holy Baptism (10:30 AM)
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.
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and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our
heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Joshua 23:1-11
Joshua calls on the Israelites to thank God for the rest he gave them.

After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them,
Joshua, by then old and well advanced in years, summoned all Israel – their elders, leaders, judges and
officials – and said to them: “I am old and well advanced in years. You yourselves have seen everything
the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for
you. Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that
remain – the nations I conquered – between the Jordan and the Great Sea in the west. The LORD your
God himself will drive them out of your way. He will push them out before you, and you will take
possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you.
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“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without
turning aside to the right or to the left. Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do
not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them.
But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now.
“The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able
to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he
promised. So be very careful to love the LORD your God.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 145 (see pg. 11)
The LORD gives rest to those who call on his name.

Second Lesson

Romans 7:15-25a
Jesus Christ came to give us rest from our battle against sin.

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do
what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is
sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire
to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do
not want to do – this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it,
but it is sin living in me that does it.
So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner
being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God – through
Jesus Christ our Lord!
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart,
and bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

pg. 7

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30
Jesus promises spiritual rest to the weary.

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was
your good pleasure.
“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

If God Himself Be For Me
Christian Worship 419

Sermon

Romans 7:15-25a
Paul Bares His Soul

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for the Sundays After Pentecost 
M:
Lord God Almighty, you are a God of power and grace whose eyes are on the righteous and
whose ears are open to their cry. Hear the prayer of your people as we come before you.
C:

We thank you for the mercies you pour down on us each day.

M:

Always keep us mindful that you have provided us with life, breath, and being. You are the
source of our daily bread.

C:

We thank you for the gifts of your mighty providence.

M:

You sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world. Grant that we may believe in him with all our
hearts and seek to follow his teaching and commands.

C:

We thank you for the reconciliation accomplished through your Son’s work.

M:

You continue to send your Holy Spirit to us. Direct his work that we may produce the fruits of
righteousness and may strive to live according to your will.

C:

We thank you for the faith endowed by the Holy Spirit through which we are heirs of
heaven.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow



Prayer of the Church: The Prayer of the Church might also be called the Prayer for the Church,
since it is a fellowship prayer for all of God’s people here on earth. In other words, this is a time of
prayer on behalf of the Christian Church at large. For more information on the Prayer of the Church, see
pg. 20 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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M:

Guide and uphold us during our pilgrimage through this world. When our earthly journey is
completed, bring us safely to our heavenly home.

C:

Hear our petitions in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Jerusalem the Golden (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 728

Please stand
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Come Unto Me, Ye Weary
Christian Worship 336

Announcements
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Psalm 145

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation will commend your works to another;
they will tell of your mighty acts.
The LORD upholds all those who fall
and lifts up all who are bowed down.
Refrain
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;
he hears their cry and saves them.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Lisa Eggebrecht, organ

Head Ushers

Greeters

Rick Yahn (Saturday)
Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)
Greg & Stephanie Lamas and Dave & Dana Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Mark & Chris Rindfleisch and Mark & Cynthia Rouse (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


Macy Grace Leyrer, daughter of Jonathan and Jessica, neé Reddy, Leyrer will have her
baptism affirmed during the 10:30 AM service. Serving as sponsors are Amanda and Craig
Bird.

In Our Prayers


Jerry Seidner hospitalized at Columbia St. Mary’s, Milwaukee.



Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home and Alice Sebald in hospice care at
Heritage Deer Creek.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 7
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Titus 3:3-7…..………………………………………… Isaiah 45:9-13
1 Peter 3:18-22…….….………………………………. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
Galatians 3:26-29……………………………………... Mark 10:13-16
Mark 16:14-18………………………………………… Acts 10:34-48a
Matthew 3:13-17……………………………………… Colossians 2:6-10a, 12, 13a
Ephesians 3:14-2……………………………………… Revelation 3:1-6
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Parents’ Preview for July 30
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Glory to God”
After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of
God and his eternal Word in the Gloria. This refrain is based on the song of the angels on the night of
Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:14.
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