St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.



Children’s service folders and children’s worship notes are available in the
round tract rack in the entry area.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Your Questions and God’s Answers: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Trinity Sunday
June 10 & 11, 2017
The Holy Trinity

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
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Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all creation
by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ: in
mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear we may ever worship you, one
true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit living and reigning, now and forever.
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Be seated

THE WORD
Genesis 1:1 – 2:3

First Lesson
The Triune God laid the world’s foundations at creation.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”
And there was evening, and there was morning – the first day.
And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.” So God
made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.
God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning – the second day.
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.”
And it was so. God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God
saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning – the third
day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and
let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the
sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. God made two great lights – the greater light to govern
the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the expanse of
the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness.
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning – the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
expanse of the sky.” So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing
with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was evening, and there was
morning – the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures
that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. God made the
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wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that
move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of
the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move
along the ground.”
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.”
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree
that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the
birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground – everything that has the breath of life in it
– I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning – the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested
from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all
the work of creating that he had done.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 150
All creation joins in singing praises to the Triune God.

Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his surpassing greatness. Refrain
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Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,
praise him with tambourine and dancing,
praise him with strings and flute,
praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals. Refrain
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson

2 Corinthians 13:11-14
The Triune God blesses the church with his grace, love, and fellowship.

Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.
And the God of love and peace will be with you.
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints send their greetings.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.
Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 28:16-20
The message of the Triune God is to be spread by the church to all creation.

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest
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Sermon

2 Corinthians 13:11-14
The Triune God Changes Us

Please stand
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Athanasian Creed
Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever.
Now this is the true Christian faith:
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God,
without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.
For each person – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – is distinct,
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty.
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.
The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;
yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,
just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite,
but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite.
In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty;
yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
yet they are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.
For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God and Lord,
so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords. 



In the early history of the Christian church, our spiritual forefathers adopted three universal creeds to
define and defend the truths of the Christian faith. These creeds are sometimes called ecumenical creeds
because they are confessed by the majority of Western Christian churches.
We still use two of these creeds, the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed, on a regular basis.
However, it is our practice (and the custom of many churches) to make use of the third universal creed,
called the Athanasian Creed, once a year on Trinity Sunday.
The Athanasian Creed was likely prepared in the fifth or sixth century. It was written to combat two
errors that undermined Biblical teaching. The first half of the creed – the half we confess today –
affirms the doctrine of the Trinity. God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being or Godhead with the
Father. The second half – the half we confessed on Christmas Day – affirms the doctrine of Christology.
Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person.
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The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son.
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;
one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior,
but all three persons are coequal and coeternal,
so that in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God
and one God worshiped as three persons.
Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.
This is the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.
Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Trinity Sunday
M:
O eternal and unchangeable God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – with angels and archangels
we laud and magnify your holy name. Accept our praise this day for creating and preserving
us, redeeming us, and sanctifying us.
C:

O Triune God, heaven and earth are full of your glory!

M:

Heavenly Father, you provide us with all that we need because you are our good and merciful
Father in heaven, and not because we have earned or deserved it. Keep us ever mindful of all
you have given us.

C:

Lead us to thank and praise you for your gifts. Grant that we might share what we have
been given with those around us.
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M:

Lord Jesus Christ, you have purchased and won us from sin, death, and the devil with your
holy precious blood. Keep us ever mindful of this great sacrifice.

C:

Lead us to share this message with an unbelieving world. Remind us to support and pray
for those who proclaim your Word in places we cannot go.

M:

Holy Spirit, you call us by the gospel, enlighten us with your gifts, and sanctify and keep us in
the true faith. Keep us ever mindful of the forgiveness you daily and fully give to us.

C:

Lead us to look forward to the day when we will receive eternal life in Christ. Comfort
those who mourn and remind them that their loved ones are safe in your care.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

O blessed Holy Trinity, we bring these and all our petitions before your throne, knowing that
you have commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us.

C:

To you, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be praise and honor, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Triune God, Oh, Be Our Stay
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Please stand
M:

Triune God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of
time, from everlasting to everlasting you are God: Author of creation, eternal Word of
salvation, and life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Keep us steadfast in the faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence where you live and reign in endless joy and
love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

May the Peace of God (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 745

Announcements
WELS Connection

Castle Rock, CO/Luther movie

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday)

Head Ushers
Greeters

Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Naumann (8:00 AM); Matt Bahr (10:30 AM)
Mark & Mary Gaub and Dave & Dana Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Steve & Cindy Zemplinski and Brian & Tracey Lampe (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


The altar flowers are placed by Victoria Stoffer and Matthew Klieforth in celebration of their
marriage on Saturday, June 10. May our gracious Lord bless their new life together.

In Our Prayers


Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.

Readings for the Week of Holy Trinity
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Deuteronomy 6:4-13……………………………. Ephesians 3:14-21
Colossians 2:1-9………………………………… 1 Kings 8:6-14, 22, 23, 26-30
Ephesians 4:1-6…………………………………. 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
1 Timothy 3:14-16……………………………… Numbers 6:22-27
Ephesians 1:3-14……………………………….. 1 Corinthians 12:1-6
John 5:17-23……………………………………. Ezekiel 1:4-6, 22-28
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