St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
June 16 & 17, 2018
A Christian’s Calling: More than earthly tents

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
Christian Worship 255

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show us
your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not
lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Jonah 3:1-10
Hidden in Ninevah until Jonah’s teaching, the word of the L ORD worked repenteance.
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and
proclaim to it the message I give you.”
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city –
a visit required three days. On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more
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days and Nineveh will be overturned.” The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of
them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes,
covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh:
“By the decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. But let
man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up
their evil ways and their violence. Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn
from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and
did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.
Psalm of the Day
The righteous flourish because of the word of the LORD hidden in them.

How great are your works, O LORD,
how profound your thoughts!
The senseless man does not know,
fools do not understand,
that though the wicked spring up like grass
and all evildoers flourish,
they will be forever destroyed.
But you, O LORD, are exalted forever. Refrain
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
they will flourish in the courts of our God.
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Psalm 92

They will still bear fruit in old age,
they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The LORD is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no wickedness in him.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson
2 Corinthians 5:1-10
As long as we live in our earthly tents, we look forward to what is hidden for us in heaven.
Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us
for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be
away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are
at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may your saints sing for
joy. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

Mark 4:26-34
As the harvest is hidden in the seed, so the kingdom of God is hidden in believers.

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night
and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All
by itself the soil produces grain – first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon
as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”
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Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet when
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of
the air can perch in its shade.”
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He
did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he
explained everything.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Creator Spirit, By Whose Aid
Christian Worship 188

Sermon

2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Called to a Permanent Home

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has
called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect
life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the
grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 16 of the service folder.
I’m But a Stranger Here
Christian Worship 417

Distribution Hymns

We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight (see pg. 15)
Christian Worship Supplement 756
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
Christian Worship 315
Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace. 

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See
Christian Worship 219

Announcements
Postlude



Aaronic Blessing: These words were first given to Aaron and his sons (the priests) by the L ORD and
were used to bless the people of Israel (Numbers 6:22-27). Just as we began the service in the name of
the triune God, so we also end the service in his name. The blessing is God’s assurance that he will go
with us as we leave the church and return to the world to serve him. For more information on the
Aaronic blessing, see pg. 24 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Mandy Treder, organ

Communion Assistants

Greeters

Greg Martin, Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Jeff Sitz, Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel (10:30 AM)

Mark & Mary Meissner and Peter & Sharon Trettin (8:00 AM)
Becky Rehborg and Mary Rindfleisch and Mark and Chris Rindfleisch (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Rick Yahn (Saturday)
Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The flowers on the altar are given by Jerry and Jan Bergemann in honor of their
granddaughter, Elizabeth Bergemann who will be married to Benjamin Melott today, June 17
and for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Kurt and Nicky Schapekahm, upon the birth of their daughter on June 7.

•

Emily Woldt and Ryan Lussky who were married at st. John’s on Saturday.

•

Dan Eick, who is recovering from surgery this past Saturday.
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank
you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and
repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Loving Father, I thank you for feeding me at the supper of your Son. Sustain me
with your Spirit, that I may serve you here on earth until my joy is complete in heaven
and I share with all the saints in the wedding supper of the Lamb. Amen.
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Moldenhauer.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.
“Amazing Grace” Text and tune public domain..
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 4
Mark 2:1-12.…………………………………………...……. Jeremiah 14:7-9
Judges 10:6-16…….….…………………………….………..Luke 7:36-50
Mark 2:13-17………………………………………………...Luke 15:11-32
Romans 4:1-8……………………………………………….. Romans 4:16-25
Romans 5:1-5……………………………………………...... Romans 5:6-11
1 John 2:1-6…………………………………………………. Isaiah 43:22-28
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Parents’ Preview for June 24
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound” (stanza 1)
Christian Worship 379
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Summer Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin today at 9:15 AM.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Forgiveness: The Family Business for God’s Children
Taught by Pastor Phil Merten in the Fellowship Hall
June 17, 24, and July 8 (no class July 1))
Jesus’ call for us to be forgivers is unmistakable and urgent. However, it’s also frequently
misunderstood and misapplied: people who have been unjustly harmed by someone often think they’re
supposed to forget about it and treat that person like nothing is wrong, and people who struggle to
forgive often think they’re going to get sent to hell. The truth is that forgiving is a powerful gift God has
given to people who have been unjustly harmed, not a threat or a horrible burden.

The Journey of Grief
Taught by Pastor Joseph Radsek in the Fellowship Hall
July 15, 22, and 29
In Psalm 23, King David talks about walking "through the valley of the shadow of death" and being
unafraid because of the Lord's presence. These words of David are especially comforting and reassuring
during the life-threatening challenges we face. But these familiar words also speak to our journey of
grief when a loved one dies. It’s been said that life is a journey rather than a destination, and this is also
true of grief. Grief is a journey on which we come to terms with the “new normal” that is now our life
following the loss of someone we love. And while virtually everyone makes this journey (and most of
us several times over), the road that each of us travels through our grief is unique, and so is the comfort,
strength, and peace that our Savior supplies along the way.
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