St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.



Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Your Questions and God’s Answers: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 24 & 25, 2017
Summer in Rome: Righteousness

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (Saturday)
Christian Worship 295
When Sinners See Their Lost Condition (Sunday)
Christian Worship 32

Holy Baptism (Saturday)

Christian Worship, pg. 12

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

The Gloria is the second of the five major liturgical canticles. It begins with an echo of the angels’
joyful proclamation the night of Jesus’ birth: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men
on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). These opening words are followed by a hymn of praise, glory,
and thanks to the triune God. The Gloria encompasses the very heart and substance of the Christian
faith when it proclaims Jesus to be the one who takes away the sin of the world. Luther said that this
ancient song “did not grow, nor was it made, but it came from heaven.” For more information on the
Gloria, see pg. 15 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to us in
our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Exodus 3:1-15
In his mercy, God chose Moses the murderer to serve in his kingdom.

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the
flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did
not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight – why the bush does not burn
up.”
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush,
“Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing
is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious
land, a land flowing with milk and honey – the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the
Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the
Israelites out of Egypt.”
But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?”
And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you:
When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me
to you.’”
God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers – the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the
name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.”
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 119c
Through his Word, God teaches us about his mercy and love.

O, how I love your law!
I meditate on it all day long.
I have more insight than all my teachers,
for I meditate on your statutes.
I have more understanding than the elders,
for I obey your precepts.
Refrain
I have kept my feet from every evil path
so that I might obey your Word.
I have not departed from your laws,
for you yourself have taught me.
How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Second Lesson

Romans 4:18-25

God chose Abraham – and he chooses us – because of the righteousness he credits.
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had
been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his
body was as good as dead – since he was about a hundred years old – and that Sarah’s womb was also
dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his
faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” The words “it was credited to him” were written
not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for us who believe in him
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to
life for our justification.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation. Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Matthew 9:9-13
In his mercy, Jesus chose Matthew the tax collector to serve in his kingdom.

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.
“Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” came and ate
with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”
On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn
what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
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Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Let Me Be Yours Forever
Christian Worship 596

Sermon

Romans 4:18-25
What does righteousness look like?

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church for the Sundays After Pentecost
M:
O God, our kind and benevolent Father, we thank and praise you for the many undeserved
blessings you continually shower upon us.
C:

It is only by your grace that we who are by nature sinful can stand fully acceptable in
your sight.

M:

Your grace makes us righteous through the blood of Christ. You sent the Holy Spirit into our
hearts with the gospel message of forgiveness and caused us to believe it to the salvation of our
souls.

C:

Keep us always mindful of your free and full salvation. Fill our hearts with a living faith
that cannot be shaken.

M:

Through the Holy Spirit, give us grace to follow the example of your love. Enable us to be
kind and considerate toward others in their individual needs.

C:

When faced with opportunities to witness your saving grace to others, give us the words
to speak so that we do not remain silent.

M:

Open our hearts to give generously to the cause of Christian missions so that your gospel of
grace may be preached throughout the world.

C:

Bless us richly with your grace so that our lives may be filled with good works – the fruit
of the Spirit.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

To you, O heavenly Father, we bring our prayers and praise. May they be acceptable in your
sight through the sacrifice of your Son, our Savior.

C:

We come before you with all that we are and have. Use us for your holy purposes. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Be seated
Hymn

O Christ, Who Called the Twelve (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 770

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ
Christian Worship 401

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.
“Psalm 119c” Tune © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Head Ushers
Greeters

Brian Kent, piano (Saturday)
Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday)
Kerry Kuehn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)
Mark & Mary Meissner and Peter & Sharon Trettin (8:00 AM)
Ron & Judy Felsing, Jessica Gromacki and Kathryn Hendee (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


Everett James Binger, son of Steven and Jessica, neé Lindstrum, Binger was baptized during
the 5:30 PM service on Saturday, June 24. Serving as sponsors are Amber Lindstrum and
Candice Suh.



The altar flowers are placed by Steve and Jean Stern in celebration of their 50 th wedding
anniversary and in thanks for blessings received.



The standard flowers are placed in loving memory of Chris Hansen from the Hansen family.

In Our Prayers


Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 3
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Acts 6:1-7…..…………………………………………. John 4:4-14
Ecclesiastes 5:1-6…….….……………………………. Jeremiah 3:14-17
Matthew 11:25-30…………………………………….. 1 Corinthians 14:26-33
Luke 14:12-15………………………………………… 1 Corinthians 14:1-4, 23-25
1 Corinthians 1:20-25………………………………… Isaiah 45:22-25
James 2:1-9…………………………………………….Revelation 7:9, 10, 13-17
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