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The following is a condensed version of the “State of the 
Parish” report presented at our annual Mission and  
Ministry Sunday this past January 22. The various 
Boards reflected on their 2016 accomplishments and 
outlined their 2017 goals and plans. For more information 
and the entire “State of the Parish” presentation, please 
visit www.sjtosa.org/StateoftheParish.

In 2016, the Executive Board continued to focus on 
long-range planning. In conjunction with a possible 
capital appeal for school expansion, the Executive Board 
interviewed a number of consultants who would assist 
with that appeal. This focus on potential school expansion 
will continue in 2017 with potential land acquisition plans 
and continued congregational listening sessions. The 
Executive Board will also receive the final report of the 
Long Range Planning Committee early in 2017.

A focus of the Board of Elders was continuing to 
involve congregation members in the worship life of 
our church. To assist in this endeavor, they worked to 
contact inactive members and conducted usher training 
sessions. This emphasis on engaging individuals will 
move forward in 2017 with plans to encourage all 
members to consider active participation in fellowship 
opportunities, and to watch for ways to assist members 
with physical needs.

The Board of Education assimilated four new teachers 
into the St. John’s faculty and addressed larger class 
sizes by implementing a split first/second grade  

classroom. They continued to utilize MAP (Measures  
of Academic Progress) testing which allows for  
individualized and targeted student instruction plans.  
In 2017, they will assist the teachers in implementing 
new curricula and will develop a ministry plan for a  
potential student body of 400 students.

Youth ministry was a focus of the Board of Discipleship. 
Through the establishment of a youth committee, more 
teen events and service opportunities are being  
organized. The second annual Teen Mission Trip was a 
great success, with enough demand for this summer  
that two trips are being explored. One main initiative  
of the Board in 2017 is By Scripture Alone, a daily Bible 
reading program (www.sjtosa.org/ByScriptureAlone). 
Over 100 people are participating in this spiritual growth 
opportunity, and it’s not too late to start.

In addition to participation in a number of community 
events and an increased social media presence  
(www.facebook.com/sjtosa), the Board of Outreach 
also overhauled the St. John’s greeter program. This  
program is currently in a state of transition, and  
additional refinements will be made in 2017. New  
member assimilation activities are also being explored.

The Board of Stewardship is exploring a variety of  
options for St. John’s members to offer their firstfruits  
to their Lord. This includes an increased focus on 
planned giving opportunities and online pledge options.  
 

Doing Much for God: Using Our Blessings
by Pastor Joel Leyrer

continued on page 2
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By Grace Alone
by Pastor Kyle Bitter

It really doesn’t matter 
that much what God you 
worship. We’re all trying 
to get close to the same 
spiritual being in our 
own ways. All religions 
lead to the same place  

in the end. They just get 
there by different paths.  

It really doesn’t matter all 
that much what you believe. 

Such are the widely held  
philosophies of the modern world. 

In a sense, these philosophies aren’t really very far off 
from the truth. In the entire history of the world, just  
two religions exist. That idea seems silly if you think  
of religions by name: Islam, Mormonism, Jehovah’s  
Witness, Wicca, and so many others. But it makes  
sense if you think of religions by approach.

In approach to life, all religions really offer one of just two 
options. Many religions teach people what they have to 
do, what sacrifices they have to make, and what duties 
they have to fulfill. They promise that with obedience, 
whoever or whatever the god being worshiped is will  
be pleased. 

Biblical Christianity stands alone on the other side  
of things. Instead of teaching what people have to  
do to please God, it teaches what God has freely  
and undeservedly done for people who by nature  
want nothing to do with him. Christianity alone teaches 
that salvation comes by grace alone. 

As we prepare to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Reformation this fall, our celebration isn’t really 
about Luther, the man who changed the face of religion 
in the world. Nor is our celebration about a branch  
of Christianity that has been blessed with faithfulness  
to the scriptures for so many years. Although both of 
those are certainly important, our celebration at its most 
foundational level is about the truth of Christianity. About 
the truth that had been hidden for so long but was  
rediscovered at the Lutheran Reformation. About the 
truth that it is “by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift  
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast”  
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

Memorials
In Memory of Bob Bahr
 From Dean & Shirley Smith (to be designated), Marshall &  
 Barbara Scheibe (Lau/Tuition Assistance), John Frailing  
 (building fund)

In Memory of Doris Palubecki
 From Drex & Charlotte Hansen (Properties-boiler)

In Memory of Georgia Stamm
 From Pete & Lorrie Hansen, Lawrence & Gayle Totsky  
 (Properties-landscape), Keith & Leigh Ann Treichel  
 (teacher wish lists, childcare, to be designated)

In Memory of Jeanette Knuth (Greg Martin’s mom)
 From Brian & Clare Cleary (building fund)

In Memory of Henry Walters
 From Delores Schmeling (Lau/Tuition Assistance)

Pa s t o r ’s  C o r n e r

However, stewardship of the Lord’s gifts is not 
limited to financial giving, and the Board of  
Stewardship continues to encourage members 
to fill out the Service and Fellowship Information 
form (www.sjtosa.org/ServiceInformation) so that  
members can be paired with opportunities matching 
their personal interests and spiritual gifts. 

2016 was an exciting year of new purchases for the 
Board of Properties: playground equipment,  
narthex furniture, and a new fellowship hall kitchen 
stove. A wish list of potential projects will be  
developed to utilize funds from special gifts and 
memorials. There will also be continued assessment 
of maintenance issues and completion of some 
in-progress repair projects in 2017.

The Board of Finance presented a detailed report 
on the congregation’s income and expenditures as 
of December 31, 2016. Through the “We Give Thee 
But Thine Own” appeal, progress continues to be 
made on the school mortgage payments. 

At our special Mission and Ministry Sunday, we  
continued to be thankful for the great blessings that  
God has bestowed on St. John’s. God has given 
our congregation much, and the natural response  
of grateful hearts is to reciprocate by doing much 
for God. As we move forward in 2017, we seek  
to carry out our responsibility to use these blessings 
to the best of our ability, ever mindful that Jesus 
Christ is always worthy of our best efforts.

continued from front page
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B o a r d  o f  S t e wa r d s h i p

There are standard worship aids in our pews and in the 
pews of most other WELS congregations: the Holy Bible 
and Christian Worship, the Word of God and the hymnal  
of our church. But beginning this month, St. John’s 
members will notice an additional resource booklet  
in each pew.

Understanding Lutheran Worship grew out of the brief 
explanatory paragraphs—informally known as “liturgy 
blurbs”—that are included regularly in our service  
folders. “Liturgy blurbs are a concise way of helping 
people understand the significance of a particular ritual,” 
says Pastor Kyle Bitter. “Rituals become boring if they’re 
just routines. But if they have significance and meaning 
behind them, they take on value.” 

Providing explanation for how the rituals of the liturgy 
fit together is the major goal of these liturgy blurbs. As 
the number of liturgy blurbs grew, compiling them into 
a book was the natural next step. “This book allows 
members to see a bigger picture of our worship than is 
possible with one or two liturgy blurbs per week. They 
can look at the whole picture,” says Pastor Bitter. 

Compiled and edited over the course of two years,  
Understanding Lutheran Worship provides an  
explanation of the Lutheran liturgy, the Christian  

church year, and the context and structure of the books  
of the Bible. Pastor Joel Leyrer envisions Understanding 
Lutheran Worship as a bridge between the two worship 
aids already in our pews. “God’s Word, the liturgy,  
and songs of praise are central to our worship. This 
compendium brings these facets together and tells us 
about the orderly way in which we worship.”

The pastoral staff plans to use Understanding Lutheran 
Worship in a variety of ways at St. John’s. “It will be 
placed in the pews and will also be distributed as part  
of the packet that all new members receive as an  
introduction to the meaning behind the worship practices 
of St. John’s,” says Pastor Leyrer.

On a personal note, writing, compiling, editing, and 
finally seeing this book printed has been an incredible 
experience for me. It has deepened my understanding 
of how the entire Lutheran liturgy serves as a cradle for 
the means of grace: a delivery method for God’s timeless 
truths given to us each week in Word and Sacrament. 
My hope and prayer is that through Understanding 
Lutheran Worship, our members and visitors also might 
come to this deepened understanding and renewed 
appreciation for worship.
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Understanding Lutheran Worship 
by Kristi Meyer

at St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church

Lutheran
Worship

Understanding
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School Events
Boys and Girls B Team Basketball Conference 
Champions, Boy and Girl Pioneers, and  
Daddy/Daughter Dance
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Lutheran Boy Pioneers  
Relaunch
by Greg Lamas

After approximately a year of being dormant, Lutheran 
Boy Pioneer Train #49 is back in action. The official 
re-start date coincided with the start of the school year 
in September. During the fall the boys had lessons and 
activities in rocketeering, orienteering, knot tying, rock 
climbing, and woodworking. The boys also gathered in 
early January for a merit badge testing day to demonstrate 
their knowledge and earn badges in each area. 

As 2017 begins, the Boy and Girl Pioneer trains are  
combining to host a Pine Car Derby on February 18 in 
the St. John’s gym. With a work day in the Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School woodshop, Boy Pioneers has also 
engaged in a great partnering opportunity with our area 
Lutheran high school. Other 2017 activities and lessons 
this spring will include first aid, camp cooking, kayaking, 
archery, and a “lock-in” overnight in the school gym.

The boys and parents have enjoyed the various  
opportunities to learn and demonstrate new skills as  
well as the opportunities to have fellowship and hear 
applications of God’s word in each activity. The leaders 
have also enjoyed spending time sharing their knowledge 
and skills with their sons and the other boys (and sometimes 
re-learning these skills for the lesson). Train leaders are 
Dan Peterson, Kevin Festerling, Adam Goede, Greg Lamas. 
The Train Chaplain is Pastor Eric Schroeder.

Lutheran Girl Pioneers:  
Growing Christian Leaders
by Kim Dvorachek

St. John’s has been blessed to see our Lutheran Girl 
Pioneer (LGP) program grow and flourish over the past 
several years. With over 30 girls enrolled, LGP provides 
girls in grades 1-5 an opportunity to gather twice a month 
to hear devotions and participate in Christ-centered 
activities. Led by myself and Kate Eft, along with  
Kerri Ognenoff, Stephanie Goede, Amy Stauffer,  
Jeanette Schulz, and Katy Schroeder, we are devoted  
to the growth of future Christian leaders. 

Girls learn new skills such as cooking, sewing, and crafting. 
They learn to care for themselves and others through 
presentations on first aid, self-care, manners, nutrition 
and exercise. They learn to contribute to our church and 
the community by making cards for members, putting 
together boxes of gifts for Operation Christmas Child, 
and joining with Luther Manor for caroling and tea parties 
with residents. 

There are many aspects of LGP to enjoy. Melita Fojut 
(grade 1) enjoys having fun with her friends. Sidney 
Schroeder (grade 2) likes doing the art projects. Her  
sister, Sofia (grade 4), likes that she can hang out with 
her friends and “do fun things like crafts and caroling.” 
Our upcoming events include a manners lesson and 
tea party at Luther Manor, the Pinewood Derby, and a 
Mock-In to end the year. Anyone interested in joining 
LGP or in helping out can contact Kim Dvorachek  
or Kate Eft.

2017 Spring Pathways Bible Studies
Large Group • February 26–April 2
The Expanded History of the Reformation, led by
Rev. Dr. Joel Pless (Wisconsin Lutheran College)

Small Group • March 5, 12, 26 & April 2
The Apostles, led by Pastor Ren Kremer

RIBS (Women’s Bible Study) • Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life  
by Donald S. Whitney

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study • Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m.
The book of Revelation

Thursday Morning Bible Class • at 10:30 a.m.  
The minor prophets: Jonah, Micah, Nahum and Habakkuk
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Special Gifts at Work
by Dan Schmal

The church and school budgets 
are usually limited to include only 
what is absolutely necessary to 
keep our budget balanced with 
anticipated income. As a result, 
“wish list” items at the church 
and school remain outside of the 
budget waiting for special gifts. 
Thanks to a donation designated 
for special projects, we have been 

able to accomplish a variety of needed upgrades and 
property improvements at the church and school. 

After 13 years of hard use, our old wooden outdoor  
playground equipment was replaced with a new set of 
early childhood commercial playground activity centers. 
The children love all that they can do in the outdoor play 
area, and it is used almost every day of the year!

On the church side, the double glass door entrance to 
the church offices and narthex has been improved with 
the installation of automatic handicap door openers. 
This important addition makes entrance to the church 
easier for many people. Inside the church offices and the 
narthex, there is now some new furniture. The old metal 
stacking chairs have been replaced with comfortable 
leather chairs. Tall wood tables and chairs have been 
added to the narthex. Individuals and small groups can 
use the tables and chairs for meetings or casual visiting 
before and after services.

Inside the church, all of the old 1920s era radiators have 
a new look with custom made radiator covers. The old 
church heating system still works well and now looks  
up-to-date with these new radiator covers and cabinets 
with a baked on finish. The “other entrance” to the lower 
level fellowship hall from the rear of the church down the 
north stairwell was updated with a new ceiling and flooring.

The church kitchen received an equipment update with  
a new commercial stove and oven. A new lawn tractor 
was purchased and several delayed maintenance  
projects at the church and school were able to be  
completed with gift funds. Thanks be to God for moving 
our members to support these projects and many others 
with special gifts.
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“I truly desire that all Christians would love and regard 
as worthy the lovely gift of music, which is a precious, 
worthy, and costly treasure given to mankind by God.” 
Martin Luther’s musical heritage continues today with our 
Synod’s commitment to excellence in worship. And since 
1996, this heritage has been strengthened and renewed 
at the WELS National Conference on Worship, Music, 
and the Arts.

The WELS Worship Conference is held every three  
years and brings together pastors, worship leaders,  
and laypeople from across the Synod. “It’s a chance  
for music leaders from around the Synod to share ideas 
and study worship together,” says Pastor Kyle Bitter. 
The conference features worship services in the morning 
and evening that incorporate various liturgies and music. 
Workshops are also held on a variety of topics including 
worship education, tools for worship planning, music 
resources, and many more. 

Many of St. John’s’ worship leaders will attend this 
summer’s conference, held from June 13-16 at Carthage 
College in Kenosha, Wis. Each attendee will benefit from 
a different aspect of the conference. “It’s always good to 
network with other pastors and find out about resources 
that are out there that might be useful to our worship life 
at St. John’s,” says Pastor Bitter. “I get to see worship 
done well,” says Mandy Treder. “From that, I gain different 
ideas to use in the music program with our St. John’s 
students.” Adam Sipe is particularly excited about the 
timing of this year’s conference. “I think that the 2017 
conference will be especially remarkable because of the 
incorporation of the celebration of the 500th anniversary 
of the Lutheran Reformation.” 

A number of St. John’s grade school students will be 
auditioning for the conference Children’s Choir. Madison 
Sipe participated in the 2014 Children’s Choir and  
enjoyed meeting students from across the country.  
“I got to meet a lot of different people and learn things 
about music that helped me grow in my abilities.” For  
Elli Collyard, the Children’s Choir broadened her musical 
horizons. “I liked the final service with the children and 
high school choirs together. I loved singing with the 
mini-orchestra.” 

Promoting this participation from our students is a  
wonderful benefit to the worship life of our congregation. 
“It’s really exciting that our students are interested. This 
is the future of our church—we’re preserving our heritage 
and training the next generation of worship leaders,”  
says Miss Treder. 

The Synod encourages churches to set aside funds 
for congregation members and students to attend the 
worship conference. To assist with funding, the worship 
conference has been designated as the February Council 
Project of the Month. Please consider supporting the 
Council Project through your offerings. And above all, 
pray for a successful and edifying worship conference 
this summer. “God is honored through excellence,” says 
Pastor Joel Leyrer, “and that pertains to the way we worship 
him. Striving for excellence in worship honors God. 
That’s why this conference is so important.”

Striving for Excellence in Worship
by Kristi Meyer
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Worship Opportunities
The Battle for your Soul
 March 1 – Return to the LORD 
  (Ash Wednesday)
 March 5 – Victory over the devil
 March 12 – Victory by faith
 March 19 – Victory over blindness
 March 26 – Victory over selfishness
 April 2 – Victory over sin and death
 April 9 – Victory through suffering (Palm Sunday)
 April 13 – The victory celebration  
  (Maundy Thursday)
 April 14 – The victory is complete (Good Friday)

Repent! Turn to Jesus (Midweek Lent Services)
  Wednesdays at 3:30 & 6:45 p.m.
 March 8 – Turn to Jesus; He Longs to Forgive
 March 15 – Turn to Jesus; Do Not Turn Away
 March 22 – Turn to Jesus; He Changes Your Life
 March 29 – Turn to Jesus; He Holds the Key  
  to Forgiveness
 April 5 – Turn to Jesus and Not to Yourself

The Redeemer Lives!
 April 16 – He lives to take me from death to life
  (Easter Sunday)
 April 23 – He lives to give me proof and peace
 April 30 – He lives to restore my hope
 May 7 – He lives to be my Good Shepherd
 May 14 – He lives to be the only way to heaven
 May 21 – He lives to call me to live for him
 May 25 – He lives to rule all things (Ascension)
 May 28 – He lives to give me expectation of glory

Membership Changes
NEW MEMBERS
BY TRANSFER
  Jacob Brohn from Salem, Stillwater, MN
  Kyle Kasbohm from Trinity, Waukesha, WI

ADULT CONFIRMATION
  Cirilo Chavez 

MEMBERS LEAVING
BY TRANSFER
  Shem Biebert to St. Paul’s, Muskego, WI
  Larry and Janelle Brinkman and Ellyson to St. John’s,  
  Lannon, WI
  Ross and Sheena Finnigan and Tess, Taig,  
  and Emery to Nain, West Allis, WI
  Fritz Mielke to Christ the King, Silverdale, WA
  Aaron Vanderhyde to St. Paul’s, Muskego, WI

RELEASED BY REQUEST
 Donald Hiegel

Pastoral Acts
ASLEEP IN THE LORD
 Frieda Hiegel November 9, 2016
 Doris Palubecki  December 2, 2016
 Henry Walters January 12, 2017

BAPTISMS
CHILDREN 
 William Reid Bartsch December 11, 2016  
  Molly Marie Kolander December 15, 2016
 Theodore Jon Roberts December 22, 2016
 Bennett James Foy January 14, 2017

ADULTS
 Ying Shao November 26, 2016
 Alfred (Yujiang) Li December 20, 2016
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