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Volunteering—it’s not always a glamorous job. But when 
it’s done for the right reasons, a volunteer can go home 
knowing it’s all worth it. It starts becoming less like work 
and more like fun. Many of St. John’s Sportservice  
volunteers help out because they think it will be a great 
way to earn funds for the church and school. What ends 
up happening, without question, is that Christian  
fellowship and working towards a common goal  
become the most rewarding aspect of this opportunity. 

And “work” it is. Most St. John’s volunteers spend  
5-7 hours at each volunteer event. They organize, prep, 
cook, serve, clean, balance cash drawers, and of course 
provide the quality customer service that is expected of 
our volunteers. The goal at the end of the night is to do 
their best, make others happy, and have a good time so 
that it is worth it to do all over again. The funds they earn 
are just a bonus—a GREAT bonus (up to about $30,000 
per year), but just a bonus nonetheless. 

That’s why Miller Park concession volunteers aren’t in it 
for the glory. This is volunteer “work” and many volunteers 
help out after completing a full day of work at their other 
jobs. However, they do it with a smile on their faces  
because they know they are giving of their time and effort  
to help support the ministry of our church and school.

Brenda Denk and her husband Brian started volunteering 
in 2004 when their kids started school at St. John’s. “My 
strongest gift is that of service,” says Brenda. “Volunteering 
also sets an example for my children and the younger 
generation. It was a good way to meet other members  
at St. John’s outside the ‘first floor’ of the school.”

Principal Scott Uecker has seen many blessings from 
the concessions program. “The Miller Park support has 
made our school and church ministry so much more 
effective through their volunteer efforts,” Mr. Uecker says. 
“The money received for tuition aid and teen mission 
trips is tens of thousands of dollars. They purchased 
most of our technology program, and their support  
of the school building program since 2003 is hundreds  
of thousands of dollars and thousands of hours  
of fellowship through work.”

The St. John’s Sportservice Volunteer Opportunity began 
with a mission of providing non-budgeted items for  
St. John’s when Miller Park opened their brand new 
state-of-the-art stadium in 2001. 16 years later, what has 
$400,000 provided for our church and school? Just take 
a walk through our school and there isn’t a room in the 
building that hasn’t been affected by the “fruits of this labor.” 

The first two years of funds paid for gymnasium bleachers 
for the new school (a $26,000 project) and a new office 
computer. Over the years, many other items have been 
purchased: smart boards; athletic equipment; TV’s, 
computers and Chromebooks; classroom cabinetry 
and window coverings; sports equipment and uniforms 
for basketball, wrestling, cross country, volleyball; the 
Crusader logo on the gymnasium wall; school curricula 
(Music and Spanish); and playground equipment.  
Sportservice monies have also funded advertising grants; 
CES sponsored events such as Discovery Day and 

The Heart of a St. John’s Sportservice Volunteer
by JoAnn Schmidt and Carolyn Sachs

continued on page 3
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By Faith Alone
by Pastor Joel Leyrer

In the opening verses of 
Isaiah chapter 55, we 
hear God inviting people 
to enter into a saving 
relationship with him. 
He longs to have them 
live with him forever  

in heaven. He has  
promised them a Savior 

from their sin—a Savior 
beautifully described in chapter 

53 as the One who will live and die 
as the substitute for mankind. And now 

he issues this wonderful invitation in verses 5 and 6: 

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him 
while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and 
the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for 
he will freely pardon.” 

This is an invitation of pure grace. God doesn’t say  
“Do this and this and that, and then maybe I’ll consider 
pardoning you.” God doesn’t say “If you work real hard 
and die on one of my good days, then maybe you’ve  
got a chance at heaven.” No. He says “Turn to me”— 
meaning, trust in me and the Savior I have promised, 
and I will freely give you salvation.

We can almost hear the people say (because we hear 
people still say it today), “You mean, all that is necessary 
for salvation is trusting in you? No works? No keeping 
so many commands? No living a good life? Have you 
forgotten, God, that there is no such thing as a free 
lunch? You’re just going to give us pardon and eternal 
life without exacting anything from us?”

The answer from God here and throughout Scripture 
is a resounding: Yes. How can this be? Verses 8 and 9 
give us the answer: “‘For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares 
the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.’” 

In other words, the promise of salvation embodied in the 
Gospel message is other-worldly. It’s the exact opposite 
of the standard operating procedure for every man-made 
religion: “salvation through performance” or “salvation  

through work.” God promises a “no-strings-attached” 
salvation through faith in the work of the Savior he 
himself would provide (and has provided) in the person  
of his Son, Jesus Christ.

When a monk named Martin Luther understood that he 
was pardoned of his sins and saved through faith alone 
(“sola fide”) in the redeeming work of Jesus Christ, he 
said it was as if the gates of heaven were opened up  
to him. They were—for him and for us.

Memorials
In Memory of Henry Walters
 From Paul Schoeneck, Barbara Weihing (to be designated)

In Memory of Thomas Osgood
 From Shirley Osgood (Lau/Tuition Assistance)

Joey Lindert’s 14th Birthday
 From Mark & Mary Gaub (Lau/Tuition Assistance)

In Memory of Loren Lennox (Lorna Leyrer’s Father)
 From Cal & Lynn Kozlowski (National Conference on  
 Worship, Music, and the Arts Scholarships), Lee Abraham  
 (Building Fund), Arlene Baumann, Delores Baumann,
 John Frailing, Cary & Dinah Haakenson, Louise Saylor,
 Jeff & Karen Sitz, Lawrence & Gayle Totsky, Keith &  
 Leigh Ann Treichel (Lau/Tuition Assistance)

In Memory of Sue Rader
 From Brian & Clare Cleary, Sue Johanning, John & Julie  
 Rader, Richard & Beth Rusch, Cary & Dinah Haakenson 
 (National Conference on Worship, Music, and the Arts Scholarships)

In Memory of Marjorie Uecker (Scott Uecker’s Mother)
 From Cal & Lynn Kozlowski (National Conference on Worship,  
 Music, and the Arts Scholarships), Dan & Mary Schmal,
 St. John’s Staff (Properties Fund)

Pa s t o r ’s  C o r n e r
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Birthday Party for Jesus; Lau Fund (tuition assistance);  
the church capital campaign debt reduction (We Give 
Thee But Thine Own); office equipment for both the 
church and school; and much, much, more.

Funds from the Sportservice program have also  
supported a new outreach effort for the church.  
Three years ago, St. John’s began a partnership with 
Illumine, a WELS mission church in Rock Hill, South 
Carolina. The St. John’s teens who attend the mission 
trip only pay $100, roughly 1/3 of the cost per teen. 
The Sportservice program has helped fund the rest  
of the trip these past two years.

Ethan Rindfleisch, high school student and St. John’s 
member, has been on this teen mission trip since the 
start and will be going again this summer. Ethan  
appreciates the opportunity to be a part of the mission 
trip to integrate God’s Word into the lessons of the 
VBS and the deep friendships made throughout the 
years with both students and adults from St. John’s 
and Illumine. “This summer, my family is sending three 
children on the mission trip to Illumine,” Ethan says. 
“My parents have spent a lot on chemotherapy and 
other treatments for my dad. I find myself extremely 
grateful for the financial support that allows students 
like myself to enjoy such a life-changing experience.”

A huge heartfelt thank you is owed to the hundreds 
of St. John’s volunteers who have made this a 
worthwhile opportunity over the past 16 years.  
An additional thank you goes out to Dawn Lambrecht, 
JoAnn Schmidt, Marshall Scheibe, and Jody Schmidt 
who have been visible leading support volunteers 
throughout all 16 of those years. Sometimes it seems 
like a simple “thank you” may not be enough, but there 
are so many benefits to volunteering. St. John’s is in 
the midst of its 17th year of Sportservice volunteering, 
which includes staffing concession stands at Miller 
Park (Brewers games and concerts) and events at 
State Fair Park (races, sports shows, World of Wheels, 
concerts, etc.). If it was done only for the money, the 
volunteers would have quit a long time ago. That’s 
why nothing beats the intangible benefits of making 
wonderful Christian friends along the way, seeing new 
people making friends and becoming a part of St. 
John’s family, and leaving members with the desire to 
get involved in other ways by having these beneficial 
volunteering experiences.

continued from front page
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Not pictured:
Brett Taylor

Farewells
We’d like to say farewell to several members 
of our St. John’s School family as they 
embark upon new paths in their lives:

 Our second grade teacher, Mrs. Alicia  
 Campbell, moving to Indianapolis  
 with her family and serving next year  
 as the director of Little Town of Bethlehem  
 preschool in Carmel, Indiana.

 Our childcare director, Mrs. Kelly  
 Johnson, now working at the  
 Medical College of Wisconsin.

 Our K4 and K5 teacher’s aide,  
 Mrs. Emma Taylor, now working  
 at Children’s Hospital.

 Our piano teacher, Mrs. Madeline  
 Horton, retiring at the end of the  
 school year.

God’s richest blessings on your new jobs, 
calls, and adventures. We’ll keep you  
in our prayers! 

Unfortunately, due to a lack of volunteer commitment 
for the 2017 baseball season, St. John’s was  
unable to fulfill their 2017 contract for the Miller 
Park portion of the St. John’s Sportservice  
opportunity. If you would like to be considered  
for future concessions volunteering, either at Miller 
Park or at State Fair Park, contact JoAnn Schmidt 
at school@sjtosa.org or 414-258-4214.
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God has blessed the St. John’s school and childcare 
ministry in many ways: full classrooms, daily opportunities 
to teach and grow in God’s word, faithful and hardworking 
faculty and staff, to name a few. But one blessing that 
might be easy to overlook is the work done by our Board 
of Education members. 

In monthly meetings, these volunteers meet with Pastors 
Leyrer and Schroeder and Principal Uecker to discuss,  
advise, and oversee the business of our school in any 
number of areas. The board is made up of the chairman 
(Kevin Festerling), an at-large member who serves as 
secretary (Troy Schulz), the Elementary School Committee 
chairman (Dr. Dan Westfahl), a childcare liaison (Adam 
Greggs), and an athletics representative (Pete Stauffer). 

Though each member has a slightly different role, they 
work together to provide accountability to our called 
workers and staff, develop and implement school policy, 
and represent the school families before our congregational 
leadership. In an organization of any size, communication 
is vital to ensure unity and progress, and the reports given 
to one another and to the church coordinating council 
are an important step in maintaining a strong church-
school connection here at St. John’s. 

The board does much more, however, than just hold 
monthly meetings. Over the last few years, the Board  
of Education has played a key role in renewing our 
school accreditation, exploring in depth the Milwaukee 
Parental School Choice Program (which was determined 
not to be a good fit for our ministry at this time), and 
developing new statements of mission and vision for our 
school. Ongoing responsibilities include annual staffing 
evaluations based on enrollment and budget, oversight 
of financial accounts pertaining to the school ministry, 
and making recommendations for the congregation to 
call new teachers when needed. 

In rare cases, the board is called upon to assist in individual  
or family cases, where an extra layer of advocacy or 
conflict resolution is needed. In every area, their volunteer 
service to the families and students of St. John’s is a 
humble service to our congregation and our Lord. 

If you happen to see a Board of Education member,  
consider taking a moment to personally thank him for  
his time and effort. Thank God for all his blessings to  
our congregation and our school ministry, especially  
for the gifts and talents he has given to so many who 
serve in so many ways!

Meet the Board: Board of Education
by Pastor Eric Schroeder
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School Events
Weather Day at Miller Park, School Play,  
Discovery Day, Spring Sports: Girls Track,  
and Curriculum Cafe
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Connecting Men to their Savior
by Brian Arthur Lampe

Being a Christian man in today’s world is a difficult task. 
It often seems as though society goes out of its way 
to render men ineffective or even obsolete. In contrast, 
God’s Word clearly lays out the duties and responsibilities 
of a godly man. Presented with these conflicting messages, 
what’s a man to do?

Christ Empowered Opportunities (CEO) is organized by 
St. John’s member Brian Lampe and offers a unique 
resource for men striving to follow their hard-wired nature 
to be defenders, warriors, and sacrificial Biblical leaders. 
By proclaiming the Gospel message of Christ, CEO seeks 
to motivate men to think differently about themselves as 
husbands, fathers, and Biblical leaders of God’s church. 
CEO provides a number of opportunities for men desiring 
the opportunity to be equipped and inspired.

One such opportunity is a monthly men’s gathering 
called Grill Kings. The idea of Grill Kings comes from 
John 21:9: “When they landed, they saw a fire of burning 
coals there with fish on it, and some bread.” It’s a casual 
“come as you are” atmosphere featuring God’s Word 
and grilled food. We ignite the afternoon with snacks and 
beverages, and then we fan the coals with our signature 
topical bookmark Bible study discussion. We glorify God 
with our skills on the grill and deliver mouth-watering 
efforts to satisfy a man’s hunger.

Another opportunity aimed specifically at fathers is Christ 
Empowered Dads: a monthly meeting designed to give 
men the encouragement and insights they need to  
succeed as Christian fathers, grandfathers, or mentors. 
Men will be engaged both intellectually and emotionally 
with Biblical truths and challenged to apply these truths 
to their daily lives. In addition, it also gives dads practical 
ideas regarding boundaries, establishing identity, protection, 
and priorities through the constant use of God’s Word.

Men, what’s your personal action plan? How will you 
fulfill your calling? If you are interested in being a part  
of Grill Kings or Christ Empowered Dads, contact  
Brian Arthur Lampe at ceobalampe@gmail.com.

Having a Mary Heart in a  
Martha World: Women’s  
Evening Bible Study
by Amy Stauffer

“If I don’t do it, it 
won’t get done!” 

“How can I make time 
for God when I don’t 
have time for myself??” 

“I have too much  
going on!”

Sentiments such as these can be heard as a whisper  
between friends, at drop-off and pick-up of the kids, 
in your workplace, and in your home. The internet is 
ripe with articles about how women are over-worked, 
over-stimulated and overwhelmed. We just don’t have TIME!

This fall, we began a weekly evening Bible study to carve 
out a moment to spend time at our Savior’s feet. To meet 
the needs of all of our female members, this member-led 
bible study was created as an alternative to our RIBS 
morning Women’s Bible study. Our chosen text is Having 
a Mary Heart in a Martha World by Joanna Weaver.

As we set aside an hour or two each Wednesday  
evening, we are given the privilege of sharing in  
fellowship with our sisters in Christ. We begin each meeting 
with an opening prayer followed by a read around of one 
chapter. The evening ends with a rousing discussion and 
some careful introspection on what we have read. 

This mid-week meeting with the Savior is just what we 
need to feed our hungry souls. We are able to cultivate 
new ways to make time to spend with Jesus. He loves  
us and longs for nothing more than an intimate relationship 
with us. How quick we are to forget this!

Our spiritual health is just as important as our physical 
and mental well-being. Stay tuned to our upcoming 
News & Notes for meeting dates next fall as we begin 
a new devotion. Please consider joining us and making 
time to grow in your relationship with Christ!
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2017 8th Grade Confirmation Class

Back row: Pastor Kyle Bitter, Daniel Brown, Jonah Rindfleisch, Mackenzie Schmidt, Mason Ruh, Emma  
     Siegmund, Zoe Buske, Benjamin Haakenson
Middle row: Pastor Joel Leyrer, Nathanael Gaub, Gabriella Verduzco, William Bryce Pagel, Ethan Rader,  
     Madeline Westfahl, Bella Ipsa, Pastor Eric Schroeder
Front row: Anthony Smith, Joseph Lindert, Isabela Lentz, Ashley Rouse, Ellison Collyard, Kathryn Krause, 
     Alyssa Ebeling

Graduating 8th Grade Class 
(their intended high school is in parenthesis)

Daniel Brown (Wauwatosa East), Zoe Buske (WLHS),  
Ellison Collyard (Kettle Moraine Lutheran HS), Alyssa 
Ebeling (WLHS), Nathanael Gaub (Brookfield East),  
Benjamin Haakenson (WLHS), Bella Ipsa (Mukwonago), 
Kathryn Krause (Brookfield East), Isabela Lentz (Wauwatosa 
East) Joseph Lindert (Brookfield East), Bryce Pagel 
(WLHS), Ethan Rader (WLHS), Jonah Rindfleisch (WLHS), 
Ashley Rouse (WLHS), Mason Ruh (WLHS), Mackenzie 
Schmidt (WLHS), Emma Siegmund (Brookfield East), 
Anthony Smith (Waukesha West), Gabriella Verduzco 
(WLHS), Madeline Westfahl (Sussex Hamilton)

The graduating class was honored to have four international 
students join them during their 8th grade year at St. John’s:  
Timon Fast from Germany, and Guanyang (Gary) Gao, 
Bowen (Michael) Ma and Changyi (Isaiah) Zhou from China.
Two of our international students plan to attend Kettle  
Moraine Lutheran High School next year.

Graduating High School Seniors
(the high school they are graduating from is in parenthesis) 

Mia Balistreri (Wauwatosa East), Cora Bilitz (Wauwatosa 
East), Samuel Gauger (Brookfield East), Brianna Greenfield 
(WLHS), Joshua Harper (Sussex Hamilton), Zach Kopplin 
(WLHS), Brianna Pollesch (WLHS), Joshua Schneider 
(WLHS), Daniela Simon (WLHS), Jonathan Stamm (WLHS) 
Meghan Starkey (Wauwatosa East), Cody White  
(Wauwatosa East)
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Worship Opportunities

Membership Changes
NEW MEMBERS
BY TRANSFER
 Lou Dengler & Bill Forbes from Woodlawn,  
  West Allis, WI
 Steven Backus from St. John’s, Newburg, WI
 Brian Groth from St. Jacobi, Greenfield, WI
 Courtney Moll from Grace, Milwaukee, WI
 Rachel Bugenhagen from Christ, Big Bend, WI
 Jaime & Tiffany Danko and Austin & Tyler from Loving  
  Shepherd, Milwaukee, WI
 Lezlie España from Bethlehem, Carmel, IN

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Those in italics will become members of sister congregations

MEMBERS LEAVING
BY TRANSFER
  Jim & Brenda Antalis and Ava & Emma to Christ,  
  Pewaukee, WI
 Meredith Frost to Grace, Milwaukee, WI
 Erin Johnson and Will & Anna to Pilgrim,  
  Menomonee Falls, WI
 Bruce & Sherri Cholka to Christ, Pewaukee, WI
 Sarah Shortts and Kaitlyn & Emily to Peace, Hartford, WI
 Michael & Jessica Strautmann and Andy,  
  Nick & Megan to Good Shepherd, West Allis, WI
 Melissa Sullivan and Mikaela & Aidan to St. Marcus,  
  Milwaukee, WI
 John & Lisa Thomsen and Matthew, Brandi & Danielle  
  to Christ the Lord, Brookfield, WI
 Kaycee Jaeger and Vada & Finn to Christ the Lord,  
  Brookfield, WI
 John & Jan Kuske and Adam & Lauren to Pilgrim,  
  Menomonee Falls, WI
 Steve & Liz Robinson and Lana & Nate to  
  Christ the Lord, Brookfield, WI
 Brian Roser to Star of Bethlehem, New Berlin, WI

RELEASED BY REQUEST
 Andrew & Sarah Plamann and Micah & Norah

Pastoral Acts
ASLEEP IN THE LORD
 Sally Wernicke February 21, 2017
 Susan Rader  March 5, 2017
 Mark Gehl March 30, 2017

BAPTISMS 
 Clara Hobler March 1, 2017 
 Gwendolyn Kaun  March 5, 2017
 Natalie Kroner March 12, 2017
 Nora Kroner March 12, 2017
 Quinn Harttert March 18, 2017
 Cash Harttert March 18, 2017
 Ariana Chavez April 7, 2017
 Asher Seubert April 22, 2017
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Daniel Brown
Zoe Buske 
Ellison Collyard 
Alyssa Ebeling  
Nathanael Gaub 
Benjamin Haakenson
Bella Ipsa

Kathryn Krause 
Isabela Lentz
Joseph Lindert 
William Bryce Pagel
Ethan Rader 
Jonah Rindfleisch 
Ashley Rouse  

Mason Ruh
Mackenzie Schmidt  
Emma Siegmund 
Anthony Smith
Gabriella Verduzco
Madeline Westfahl

Beginning Sunday,  
June 18, spend your 

summer in Rome!

Written in the style of a systematic theological essay, 
the book of Romans focuses on many of the most 
basic and fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith. 
Martin Luther wrote, “we can never read or ponder 
over [Romans] too much, for the more we deal with it, 
the more precious it becomes.” Follow Luther’s advice 
and join us this summer for worship!


