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What We’ve Learned
by Pastor Joel Leyrer

Last month all members of St. John’s had the opportunity 
to participate in a survey about potential future facility 
enhancements. 117 St. John’s members (or households) 
responded to either the written or online survey with 104 
registering their preference. Here’s what we learned, as 
well as how this information will be used going forward.

The four options that were presented and the percent 
response to each of them are as follows:

15 responses or 14% chose Option #1: a one year 
appeal with the goal of bringing our school debt below 
$1M (approximately $600,000 needed), with a three year 
appeal beginning in 2017 to terminate the remaining 
debt and address expansion needs either in total or  
in a prioritized order.

72 responses or 69% chose Option #2: a one year  
appeal with the goal of raising $750,000 with $200,000 
to cover monthly mortgage payments for 2016, 
$150,000 set aside for current facility needs/repairs, 
and $400,000 to bring current school debt below $1M. 
Devote 2016 to further study and congregational input, 
with a three year appeal beginning in 2017 to terminate 
the remaining debt and address expansion needs either 
in total or in a prioritized order.

8 responses or 8% chose Option #3: a three year  
appeal beginning already in 2016 to complete all  
phases of the project through a combination of gifts, 
commitments and a borrowing strategy.

9 responses or 9% chose Option #4: same as option 
#3, but working only with gifts and commitments with 
no borrowing strategy. Projects would be prioritized and 
addressed according to what’s received.

Approximately 35 individual comments were also shared. 
While a range of thoughts were expressed, a common 
theme among those who chose to comment was the 
idea of reducing our existing debt either completely  
or substantially before entering into any kind of new 
building phase.

Where do we go from here? After thoroughly reviewing 
this information, at its October 27 meeting the  
Executive Board and Church Council believes it  
received the reinforcement it needed in their decision 
to pursue Option #2. Under God’s grace and guidance 
that is what we will do, and that is the direction reflected 
in our 2016 ministry plan and annual stewardship appeal.

Thanks to all who participated. As we reflect on where 
and to what degree the Lord may lead us, we can do no 
better than ponder this closing comment from one of our 
members: “I love our church. We are enormously blessed 
in so many ways. God, please give us the wisdom to 
make good decisions and bless us as we go forward  
in doing your work.”
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Being a Christian  
in Our Congregation:  
Part II—Devotional Life
by Pastor Eric Schroeder

Every week, God gives you 168 hours. How many hours 
a week should you give God? That’s an interesting  
question, isn’t it? Do you realize that how you answer 
that question says an awful lot about your relationship 
with God and what it is worth to you?
 
In Part I of our series, we talked about public worship— 
that’s one hour a week that we set aside for God,  
to come into his house and be filled with his Word.  
Be honest, though . . . is that enough for us? Is it enough 
to keep us growing in our faith and focused on God’s will 
all week? Or is it more likely that as soon as we leave,  
as soon as we go back out into the world, we feel the 
pull of temptation and distraction and discouragement 
and doubt and . . . the list goes on.

What if there was a way to replicate what happens  
in church? What if there was a way to hear God’s voice 
every day of the week, instead of just one? What if there 

was a way to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, to keep our 
hope of heaven and our thanksgiving to our Savior  
burning strong all week long? There is a way; in fact, 
there are many ways to have a devotional life.

Some Christians read a short devotion every day.  
Others share Bible bedtime stories with their children 
every night. Some are comfortable sitting down and 
reading portions of the Bible each day. Another group 
uses technology—an E-mail subscription, a podcast,  
or a smartphone app that reminds them to pray every 
day. The point isn’t that you do everything; the point is 
that it is important for us as children of God to seek him 
on a daily basis in his Word and in prayer, to continually 
grow in our faith and relationship with our Savior, to gain 
strength for the temptation and doubts that we know will 
come, and to point our eyes heavenward even as we live 
in a world of hurt and sorrow.
 
What does devotion look like in your life? If you’re starting 
from scratch, I’d be happy to help. Just contact me and 
I’ll help you develop a spiritual growth routine that is 
customized just for you.

Pastoral Acts
BAPTISMS
 Eliot Jon Werner Sunday, September 20 

ASLEEP IN THE LORD
 Rev. Ernst Lehninger Thursday, September 10

Memorials
In Memory of Janet Schoneck (Doris Krause’s sister)
 From Doris Krause (to be designated)

In Memory of James Albrecht
 From Cal & Lynn Kozlowski (for organ music fund), 
 Robert & Jo Ann Schoeneck (to be designated)

In Memory of Dick Henne
 From Jerry & Janet Bergemann, Brian & Clare Cleary,
 Lyle & Cynthia Haferman, Drex & Charlotte Hansen,
 Peter & Lorrie Hansen, and Edward Herwig (to be designated)
 
In Memory of Phyllis Ristow
 Louise Saylor, Richard & LaVonne Brown, Shirley Osgood 
 (to be designated), Anonymous (for Lau Tuition Assistance)

In Memory of Minette Patterson (Charlotte Hansen’s sister)
 From Shirley Osgood (for Lau Tuition Assistance)

In Memory of the Baumanns (August, Joyce, Fred & Linda)
 From Keith & Cheryl Thompson (for building fund)

In Memory of mother’s birthday
 From John Frailing (for building fund)

Pa s t o r ’s  C o r n e r
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New Methods, Timeless Message
by Kristi Meyer

Checking out the menu at a new restaurant? Google. 
Saying something witty in 140 characters or less? 
Twitter. Finding the shortest route from here to there? 
Mapquest. From news to entertainment, from the serious 
to the silly, it seems as though virtually any answer can 
be found online. 

For churches, a website that’s difficult to navigate can 
turn visitors away before they ever have the opportunity 
to hear of God’s love for them in his Word. In contrast,  
a well-designed website can be a powerful resource  
for both potential visitors and church members.
 
This fall, St. John’s launched a new website to better 
serve its members and visitors. “The goal [with the  
new website] was to make something more user friendly  
and flexible enough to meet the changing needs of our  
congregation,” says Pastor Kyle Bitter. Much of the  
website has been reorganized to make it easier to  
navigate. Drop-down menus allow site visitors to find 
information quickly and easily. Bulletins, sermons, live 
church service videos, and spiritual growth opportunities 
are just a click away. 

A key feature of the new website is a Google calendar. 
This calendar allows members to sync their personal  
calendar with different categories of events: church, 
school, sports, and more. “If you want to know better 
what’s going on at church and school, you should  
sync up your calendar with the website calendar,”  
says Pastor Bitter.

In addition to its website, St. John’s continues to expand 
its social media presence. An active Facebook page  
allows St. John’s to reach an ever-increasing online 
population—including some users who may never have 
heard of our church. “Our Facebook posts are designed 
to be thought-provoking . . . something read by the  
 pastoral staff that you can share with a non-Christian 
friend or a friend who is searching,” says Pastor Bitter.

The next time you’re in front of your computer, point  
your mouse toward www.sjtosa.org and check out the 
new church website. Or “like” St. John’s on Facebook 
and share some of the articles posted. And above all, 
pray that God would continue to bless St. John’s as our 
congregation strives to use new methods to share a 
timeless message of grace and salvation.

B o a r d  o f  O u t r e a c h

P a s t o r ’ s  C o r n e r B o a r d  o f  O u t r e a c h

 
  Create a  

personalized login  
for the St. John’s  

web site at

www.sjtosa.org/ 
memberlogin 

 
for files and information 

that are password  
protected on  

internal pages.
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Derek Campbell
Tony Balistreri
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Fall Festival Crusader Fall Sports
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Not pictured:
Peter Stauffer
Dan Westfahl

On Sunday, October 25,  
St. John’s Christian Education 

Society hosted its annual  
Fall Festival. The festival  

included a number of activities, 
including Trunk or Treat, games, 

crafts, hayrides, yummy food  
and the “American Teacher  

Warrior” games. Beautiful  
weather made for a well-attended 
event. Thanks to all the organizers 

and participants—we couldn’t 
have done it without you!
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Making Christian Education 
Affordable
by Julie Wietzke

Providing a Christian education for children is an important 
part of St. John’s mission. “It is the hope of St. John’s 
Lutheran School and Church that together we will build  
a body of believers that praise God’s holy name and  
that will share his love and expectations with the world  
in which we live,” says Mr. Scott Uecker, principal at  
St. John’s School. 

But providing that education is expensive. And though  
it is well worth the investment, some families can find  
it difficult to afford. 

In the late 1990s, the congregation started a fund  
to provide tuition support for St. John’s members who 
attend St. John’s School, Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School, or Luther Preparatory School. It was named  
after Mr. Theodore Lau, who served at St. John’s School 
from 1951 to 1972. “Support of this fund helps people 
who have a special one-time need (i.e. medical emergencies, 
unemployment) and makes sure that all the families  
of St. John’s who desire Christian education for their 
children—regardless of financial circumstance—have  
that opportunity,” says Uecker. 

The Scheibes, long-time members at St. John’s, were 
one of those families. Jeff Scheibe shares what that  
support meant to them:

“Our family has been blessed to have both our son  
and daughter attend St. John’s grade school. Three  

generations of our family—myself, my father and  
grandfather—did as well. Having our children go to school 
at somewhere other than St. John’s was something  
we never considered.” 
 
“But unanticipated health problems threatened our  
ability to afford that blessing. We turned to the Lau  
Fund for help. Mr. Lau had been my seventh grade 
teacher so I was well aware of why that fund existed.  
My family received help, and my children were able  
to finish school through eighth grade.”
 
“It turned out that those health problems were chronic 
and that we’d never be able to replace the income we 
had. The Lau Fund was able to help with high school 
tuition as well. We now have two graduates of Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School.”
 
“We have a unique perspective on education at St. John’s, 
having been taught in all three school buildings our  
congregation built for that purpose. We appreciate that 
our congregation, our church family for generations, 
cared for us in a time of need. Having had Mr. Lau as  
a teacher, I know he would have felt the same way.”

Each year 12 to 15 families representing more than 20 
students receive aid. More than $10,000 is distributed 
per year, but requests exceed the level of support that 
the fund can provide. If you wish to support this work, 
please designate your gift to the Lau Tuition Aid Fund.

B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

Meet the New Science Teacher
by Angela Ebeling

Mr. Keith Hackbarth
Mr. Keith Hackbarth is St. John’s  
6-8th grade science teacher this year.  
He brings an extensive and varied 
background with him into the classroom. 
He is the youngest of eight siblings 
and grew up on a family dairy farm  
in Van Dyne, WI. He attended  

Winnebago Lutheran Academy for high school and  
then earned a degree in biology from UW-Oshkosh.
 
Keith later decided to go back to school to be a teacher 
and studied elementary education at Martin Luther College. 

His first teaching position was at St. David School in the 
Dominican Republic where he taught 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade math and science, and eventually high school 
biology as well. He then taught 2nd grade at Risen Savior 
in Milwaukee. For the last year and half, he has been a 
house parent and tutor in the international studies program 
at Wisconsin Lutheran High School along with substitute 
teaching at all levels from kindergarten to high school.
 
In his free time, Keith loves to run and work out. He spends 
some of his time as a certified personal trainer and coaches 
and trains at Crossfit in Menomonee Falls/Greendale. He 
loves camping and doing almost anything outdoors. He  
is a former zookeeper, and apparently the stories are true— 
he has a pet boa constrictor that he loves to use in education 
and will even bring to classrooms. 

Mr. Hackbarth
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Not pictured:
Mark Gaub
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Growing  
Relationships 
through Advent  
by Candlelight
by Jen Wolf

The tables are set. The candles are lit. Hands are folded 
in prayer. Surrounded by female friends, relatives and 
guests, you forget that you are sitting in the school gym. 
Instead you are transported to a different time and place 
at Advent by Candlelight (ABC), where nothing matters 
except focusing your heart and mind on the true reason 
for the season.
 
There is no hustle and bustle during the program. You get 
to take the time to fill up on the words and songs. For one 
family, and likely many more, this event encourages sisters 
and sisters-in-Christ as their family grows up.
 
“I love to spend this afternoon with my sister-in-law and 
her mom, some of her neighbor ladies, my mother-in-law 
and most of all, my own daughters who started attending 
at a young age,” says Julie Campbell. “It is important for 
me to have [my daughters] there, and I have always felt 
strongly about it. They get to experience the serenity of 
the room, the wonderful program, the beautiful music, and 
they too can prepare their hearts for the coming of Christ.”

ABC has seen many torches, or in this case, candles, 
passed from mother to daughter in participation,  
planning and hosting.
 
“I love hosting a table with my sister-in-law, and this  
year my older daughter, Marlie, wants to host a table 
with one of her classmates. They plan to invite all the 
girls in her 8th grade class. This could not make me  
happier. With so many outside influences that try  
to sway them away from the real meaning of Christmas, 
this is the perfect way for them to be with their peers  
and share,” says Campbell.

Whether you have grown up in the congregation or 
joined as an adult, ABC offers a way for women of all 
ages to prepare for Advent and Christmas without lists  
or wrapping paper. Join the celebration as a guest  
or hostess at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 6.  
Look for more information about Advent by Candlelight 
in the News and Notes, 
on the table in the 
narthex, or at 
www.sjtosa.org/abc.
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Not pictured:
Mark Gaub

PATHWAYS
2 0 1 6  W i n t e r  B i b l e  S t u d i e s

SUNDAY MORNINGS • 9:15 A.M.

Christian Freedom • Pastor Kyle Bitter
January 3 – February 14 (except January 24) 
What is right and what is wrong?  For some questions 
and decisions, the Bible’s answers are easy to find.  But 
there are many areas of life where the Bible doesn’t directly 
address situations that arise in life and a Christian is free 
to choose.  How should God’s people make decisions on 
matters not directly addressed in the Bible?  Is it possible 
for two Christians to make different decisions in the same 
situation and both be “right”?  Paul’s letter to the Galatians 
serves as an excellent foundation for answering these and 
many similar questions.  

Angels and Demons • Prof. John Schuetze
February 21-April 3 (except March 6 and 27)

In this Bible study we’ll see God pull back the curtain a bit 
and give us a glimpse of the spiritual world. He warns us 
about the dark world of demons who are working hard to 
destroy our faith and prevent the spread of the gospel.  
He also reminds us that he sends his angels to watch  
over us and protect us from Satan’s schemes. Not to  
spoil the drama, but Satan loses and Jesus wins!

The Apostles of Jesus Christ:  
Men on a Mission • Mr. Ren Kremer
February 21-April 3 (except March 6 and 27)

WELS speaker and writer Reynold Kremer presents a  
detailed study of each of the 12 apostles, explaining who 
they were, what their personalities were like, what they  
said and wrote, and how they ministered after Christ’s 
ascension. You might be surprised to discover just how 
much (and how little) information the Bible actually  
provides about this small group of men who were given 
the task of laying the foundation of Christ’s church.

This course provides a general overview of the Bible,  
touches upon every major Christine doctrine, and supplies  
a solid understanding of what we confess and believe  
as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since it provides the 
foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage 
both members and non-members to attend. Please note 
there will also be some week-night evening classes.

Large Group Bible Study
Fellowship Hall

Bible Information Class
Spring session, begins in January
St. Matthew’s Room • 9:15 A.M.

Small Group Bible Study
School Lecture Room



8

B o a r d  o f  E l d e r s

B o a r d  o f  E l d e r s

Worship 
 Opportunities
  When God Shows Up
 F Advent 1, November 29:   
     We See Deliverance
  F Advent 2, December 6:   
    We See the Thrill of Hope
F Advent 3, December 13:  
We Are Before the Lord

    F Advent 4, December 20:   
   We See the Mother Mild
 F Christmas Day, December 25: We Have Peace  
  in Our Lives
 F Christmas 1, December 27:  We Have Light  
  for Our Darkness

 Light for our Lives
 F Epiphany, January 3, 2016: Light for All Nations
 F Baptism of Our Lord, January 10:  
  Light Comes Only From God
 F Epiphany 2, January 17:  
  Light Seen in Miracles
 F Epiphany 3, January 24: 
  Light Shed on Prophecy
 F Epiphany 4, January 31: 
  Light Comes by Faith
 F Transfiguration, February 7: 
  Light is Revealed

Membership Changes
NEW MEMBERS

BY TRANSFER 
Greg & Carrie Beyer (Noah, Jude)  
 from St. Marcus, Milwaukee, WI
Jason & Rachel Borchard (Mya, Quinn, Libby)  
 from Grace, downtown 
Juan Diaz & Ela Simon-Diaz (Daniela Simon,  
 Victor Robbins) from Divine Savior, Doral, FL
Jason Free from St. Paul’s, Rapid City, SD  
 and Michelle Free from Christ, Saginaw, MI
Katrina Gucinski from Mount Olive, Appleton, WI 
Keith & Jennifer Kannass (Lincoln, Lila)  
 from Star of Bethlehem, New Berlin, WI
Cole Kraft from St. Paul’s, Menomonie, WI
Hailey Moldenhauer from St. Matthew, Iron Ridge, WI
Kayla Prange from Mt. Calvary, Waukesha, WI
Liesl Prange from Christ, Pewaukee, WI 
Zachary & Kathryn Wood (Finley, Soren)  
 from St. Matthew’s, Spokane, WA

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Casey Parker, Jessica Parker, Duane Ruocco,  
 and James Schneiker

MEMBERS LEAVING

TRANSFERRED TO SISTER CONGREGATIONS 
Russell & Brenda Barker (Alexandra, Sydney, Brandon)  
 to St. Jacobi, Greenfield, WI
Melissa (Paszkiewicz) Beyer (Ella Hunley)  
 to Trinity, Waukesha, WI
Katie Boppre to Grace, Waukesha, WI
Gretta Burdgick-Roberts (Caz, Jendow Roberts)  
 to Grace, Waukesha, WI
Aaron & Lindsey Dausel (Aubrey, Colton)  
 to St. Peter, Milwaukee, WI
Jon & Rulena Guenther and (Caleb, Katelyn)  
 to David’s Star, Jackson, WI
Kurt & Lesley Icenogle (Kurt Jr., Elsa)  
 to Our Savior, Bismarck, ND
Anthony & Chera Luedke (Anthony, Breannah)  
 to St. John’s, Mukwonago, WI
Cathleen Nefstead & Angela Nefstead  
 to Grace, Waukesha, WI
Alaina (Treichel) Poppe to St. John, Milwaukee, WI
Michael & Samantha Schulz to St. Marcus, Milwaukee, WI
Michael & Laura Soldner (Mason) to Our Savior, Grafton, WI
Marie Sprengeler to Shepherd of the Hills, West Bend, WI
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