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This is something that I do not particularly want to 
confess in public, but here goes: I have never read  
the Bible “cover to cover.” Yes, it is at the top of my 
“bucket list.” However, for various reasons (none of 
them valid), I never accomplished it. So, about a year 
ago when I heard that St. John’s was supporting its 
members in reading through Bible in one year using 
the By Scripture Alone program, I knew it was time  
to discipline myself and start reading. 

I secured a copy of F. LaGard Smith’s The Daily Bible. 
I subscribed to St. John’s weekly E-mails listing the 
readings for the coming week. I ”liked” By Scripture 
Alone: Daily Bible Reading on Facebook. Every morning 
I see a brief Facebook post written by a St. John’s 
member offering insights into that day’s text. Knowing 
that other Christians are reading the same scripture 
that day also gives me a sense of community and 
fellowship. The length of the readings vary, but most 
take no more than 15-20 minutes.

As I write this, here I am, over nine months later,  
almost at the end of the Old Testament. Am I happy  
I started and kept at this endeavor? Absolutely. Being 
in the Word keeps me focused on the blessings God 
bestows on me every minute of every day. I will admit  
that reading through the Old Testament has been a 

challenge at times, perhaps because I see myself in 
the selfishness and ingratitude displayed by God’s 
people. However, I also see God’s mercy for his people—
his everlasting and unwavering love for them— 
and for me.

I am so looking forward to starting the New Testament. 
Reading the Old Testament has laid the foundation on 
which I can now more fully comprehend and appreciate 
the fulfillment of all the prophecies regarding our Savior. 

We all know that “life” gets in the way, even when you 
are retired! When I fall a day or two behind in my readings, 
it’s a good time to make a cup of tea, find a quiet 
place, and catch up, spending time in God’s Word. 

Now is the time to prepare for your best—and most 
blessed—New Year’s resolution. The Bible used in  
this process is The Daily Bible, a chronological  
arrangement of the scriptures (which I found very  
helpful and insightful.) For all the details on how to  
get started, including how to order the Bible, visit 
www.sjtosa.org/byScriptureAlone. Come join your  
fellow St. John’s members in your daily reading of 
God’s Word. I pray that it will become a special time 
for you, too.

A Special Daily Time: By Scripture Alone
by Yvonne Quint

continued on page 2
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The Visited Planet
by Pastor Joel Leyrer

In his selection “The Angel’s  
Point of View,” employing a  
style of literature that might 
 best be described as “Christian  
fantasy,” author J.B. Phillips wrote  
about a senior angel who is instructing  
a very young angel on the splendors  
of the universe. Together they fly  
across the seeming infinite  
distances of space until they  
enter one particular galaxy of  
hundreds of billions of stars. What  
follows is a passage from the story:

 As the two of them drew near to the star which we  
 call our sun and to its circling planets, the senior angel  
	 pointed	to	a	small	and	rather	insignificant	sphere	 
 turning very slowly on its axis. It looked as dull as a  
 dirty tennis ball to the little angel, whose mind was  
	 filled	with	the	size	and	glory	of	what	he	had	seen.

 “I want you to watch that one particularly,” said the  
	 senior	angel,	pointing	with	his	finger.

   “Well, it looks very small and rather dirty to me,”  
       said the little angel. “What’s special about  
         that one?”

          The senior angel then goes on to tell him  
          that this was the famous and renowned  
         “Visited Planet . . .”

            “Do you mean that our great and glorious  
           Prince . . . went down in Person to this 
	 	 	 										fifth-rate	little	ball?	Why	should	He	do	a	 
           thing like that?” . . . 
              The little angel’s face wrinkled in disgust.  
	 	 	 							“Do	you	mean	to	tell	me,”	he	said,	“that	He	 
         stooped so low as to become one of those  
	 	 	 			creeping,	crawling	creatures	of	that	floating	ball?” 
	 “I	do,	and	I	don’t	think	He	would	like	you	to	call	them	 
 ‘creeping, crawling creatures’ in that tone of voice. For, 
	 strange	as	it	may	seem	to	us,	He	loves	them.	He	went	
	 down	to	visit	them	to	lift	them	up	to	become	like	Him.” 
 The little angel looked blank. Such a thought was  
 almost beyond his comprehension.

And yet it’s true. The wonderful, almost incomprehensible 
message of Christmas is that Jesus did indeed come to 
us. We are the Visited Planet. And that beautiful piece 
of news is ours to consider once again this Advent and 
Christmas season.

Approach the season this year as if you’re hearing it for 
the first time. Then prepare and rejoice anew at all the 
ramifications within the angelic proclamation: “Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:12).

Pa s t o r ’s  C o r n e r

Memorials
In Memory of Theo & Viola Lau
 From Shirley Osgood (Lau/Tuition Assistance) 

In Honor of 55th Wedding Anniversary
 From Keith & Cheryl Thompson (debt/building fund)

In Honor of 55th Wedding Anniversary
 From Bruce & Kary Ailey (debt/building fund)

In Memory of Theo and Viola Lau
 From Shirley Osgood (Lau/Tuition Assistance)

Additional Bible Reading Resources

The Daily Bible may not be the ideal choice for everyone. 
However, it is far better to ask “Which Bible reading plan 
should I start?” rather than “Should I start a Bible reading 
plan?” To that end, here are a few other resources. More 
information and additional Bible reading plans can be 
found at www.sjtosa.org/ByScriptureAlone.

The One Year Bible (NIV): Daily selections include a reading 
from the Old Testament, the New Testament, Psalms, and 
Proverbs. The entire Biblical text is divided into 365 sections.

Today’s Light Bible (NIV): This Bible traces through the entire 
Scripture narrative in order (from Genesis to Revelation) 
in two years. Brief devotions based on the text help with 
understanding and applying the day’s Scripture reading.

WELS Through My Bible in Three Years (online resource): 
Bookmark this webpage and return daily for a short section 
of Scripture. 

continued from front page
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Outreach	Magazine recently published “Five Insights 
About the Unchurched that Might Surprise You.” 
A survey of 2,000 unchurched Americans revealed that 
one-third have plans to go to church in the future, and 
almost 80% would participate in or listen to a conversation 
about the gospel. As Christians, we know we have a 
calling to spread the gospel—and yet, it’s easy to avoid 
having the “religion” conversation with our unchurched 
family members and friends. The Board of Outreach 
strives to equip St. John’s members to do their own 
personal outreach. 

“The Board of Outreach provides opportunities to invite 
someone to a church-related activity that isn’t necessarily 
a worship service or Bible study,” says Board chairman 
Dan Ebeling. Through a presence at community events 
such as Tosa Night Out, TosaFest, Chili’n on the Ave, the 
Tosa Farmers Market, and more, St. John’s is creating 
relationships in our community that go beyond being 
“that church in the Village.” 

An invitation to a community event is a non-threatening 
way to introduce your family members and friends to 
St. John’s. “Through these community events, hopefully 
people will become comfortable enough with St. John’s 
that they might consider coming to a church service or 
talking to a pastor in time of need,” says Pastor Bitter.

Watch for more upcoming events sponsored by the 
Board of Outreach on the St. John’s campus and in our 
community. Consider volunteering to staff a booth or 
inviting an unchurched family member or friend to one of 
these events. And above all, pray that God might use our 
efforts to further the spread of his Word. 

Companies Offer Charitable Benefits
In addition to the typical ways we support St. John’s, 
members can also take advantage of the charitable 
benefits offered by companies. Thrivent Financial and 
certain employers have funds set aside for charities so 
that the time or money put in by St. John’s members 
can be stretched even further.

Thrivent provides these benefits to its members 
according to the financial products they hold with the 
company. For example, Thrivent members can regularly 
direct Thrivent’s charitable outreach funds, called 
“Choice Dollars,” to one or more charities including  
St. John’s Church and/or School. Learn more at 
thrivent.com.

Thrivent also provides each member with one to three 
$250 “action teams” grants per year for events that 
benefit the community in any way. The application  
process is as easy as submitting an online form with  
a summary of the proposed event. Examples of eligible 
events include outreach activities, youth ministry, and 
school programs. Thrivent also provides free resources 
for promoting events including a banner, invitations, 
nametags, t-shirts, and thank you cards. If you are a 
Thrivent member interested in helping fund a church  
or school event, talk to a member of the Board of 
Stewardship or a pastor.

Many employers offer some level of matching gifts 
on their employees’ support for charities, particularly 
schools. To learn if your employer provides this benefit, 
check with your human resources office or go online to 
wels.net/giftmatch

Getting Out Into the Community
by Kristi Meyer
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Not pictured:
Brett Taylor
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School Events
Fall sports: soccer, cross country,  
and volleyball; Fall Family Festival,  
and Bedtime Blessings
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In the middle of the  
fall 2017 semester,  
St. John’s teaching  
faculty will welcome a 
new face: Megan  
Leverence. She will begin 
teaching 5th grade once 
Mrs. Wittig’s baby arrives 
and will complete the 
school year since Mrs. 
Wittig will be staying at 
home with her baby.  
Miss Leverence was born 
in Brookfield and grew up 

in New Berlin where she attended grade school at Star 
of Bethlehem. She attended Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School and went on to study Elementary Education at 
Wisconsin Lutheran College. 

Before coming to St. John’s, Miss Leverence taught  
fifty-one 5th graders at Swanson Elementary in Brookfield. 
She loved teaching the 5th grade last year and is excited 
to have another 5th grade class this year! She has also 
taught 9th grade English at Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School’s Summer Academy. 

Besides teaching, Miss Leverence enjoys cooking and 
baking (especially peanut butter cookies), hiking on any 
outdoor trail (her favorite time to hike is in the fall when 
the leaves are changing), reading (usually historical  
fiction books), and traveling. She loves watching football, 
especially the Packers. When you have a chance, please 
welcome Megan Leverence and let her know how  
excited you are to have her join our school faculty!

Meet the New Teacher
by Angela Ebeling

Ladies, have you ever found yourself wishing for a sign 
to make the right decision or to help you on your path? 
Perhaps you’re facing a dilemma or stuck between the 
proverbial rock and a hard place. You are not alone. Here 
is your sign (and not like comedian Bill Engvall refers to 
when stating the obvious).

Here is your sign that you are invited to the 2017 Advent 
by Candlelight program to learn more about how God 
gave his people signs throughout history that Jesus,  
our Savior, is coming.

Please join us for an afternoon of fellowship, beautifully 
decorated tables and delicious treats, and a program 
to remind us of the hope we have in the advent of our 
Savior. Invite your female family members, friends, and 
neighbors for this free event. Please also consider hosting 
a table—we’re always looking for hostesses! 

Visit www.sjtosa.org/ABC or E-mail Julie Handeland at 
sjtosa.abc@gmail.com for more details and to register. 
Reservations can be made through Sunday, November 26.

Waiting for a sign? Here it is!
by Jen Wolf

Megan Leverence

You are invited to Advent by Candlelight on  
Sunday, December 3, starting at 1:30 p.m.
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As a congregation, we have heard such words announced 
recently. We have every reason to believe it will happen 
again, especially with the current need for called workers 
within our church body. The Divine Call is always a worthy 
topic for our consideration. 

To begin, we want to recognize that although the teaching 
of the Divine Call is Biblical, the process we use is not specifically 
prescribed by God. Other church bodies may have different 
customs and different approaches to calling, and that is 
OK. But here is how it is typically done in our circles. 

When a group of Christians (church, school, or synod 
office—the “calling body”) identify the need for a trained 
ministry professional, they may either request a graduate 
of our worker training system (these graduates are assigned 
by District Presidents) or request a list of qualified  
candidates to fill their particular ministry position. This list 
may come either from a process of nominations or from 
a representative of a synod office, where profiles of each 
eligible called worker are maintained. Voting members  
of the calling body consider their ministry goals and  
what kind of gifts might be a good fit, and pray for God’s 
blessing as they choose from the provided list. A Divine  
Call is extended.

If the chosen individual is already serving in ministry,  
he or she now has two calls to consider and weigh: the 
current call and the new opportunity. During a period of

deliberation, the called worker seeks input and gathers 
information to see where they might best serve with  
their gifts and abilities, praying for God’s guidance. 
Sometimes the choice is obvious; at other times it  
may not initially be so clear. The difficult part is knowing 
that regardless of the decision, a vacancy will result or 
continue. The good news is that in either case, the called 
worker can trust that God will bless his kingdom through 
the faithful service of his workers. 

Perhaps a question that comes to mind is this: with so 
many human factors involved in the call process, how can 
we still call it “divine?” To be sure, people are involved in 
every step along the way. At the same time, we trust that 
God is too. We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, know-
ing that the work to be done is God’s work . . . in God’s 
church . . . with God’s Word and sacraments as the tools 
. . . to reach and nurture God’s people . . . using gifts, 
talents, health and energy that all come from God . . .  
all for the glory of and in service to our saving God.

(Insert Name) Has Received a Divine Call . . .
by Pastor Eric Schroeder

Check out this and other spiritually  
engaging resources from  
St. John’s library, located in the 
lower level of the church across 
from the nursery.

Retracing his own spiritual journey 
from atheism to faith, Lee Strobel,  
the former legal editor of the  
Chicago Tribune, cross-examines 
a dozen experts with doctorates 

from schools like Cambridge, Princeton, and Brandeis 
who are recognized authorities in their own fields.

Strobel challenges them with questions like How	reliable	
is the New Testament? Does evidence for Jesus exist 
outside the Bible? Is there any reason to believe the  
resurrection was an actual event?

Winner of the Gold Medallion Book Award and twice nominated 
for the Christian Book of the Year Award, Strobel’s tough, 
point-blank questions read like a captivating, fast-paced 
novel. But it’s not fiction. It’s a riveting quest for the truth 
about history’s most compelling figure.

This book is also the basis for a 2017 movie now available 
for rent (not stocked in the church library). 

A Look at Our Library

A
nd

re
w

 D
eL

on
ge

M
ar

k 
G

au
b

B
ri

an
 L

am
pe

M
ic

ha
el

 S
ko

ci
r

Z
ac

ha
ry

 W
oo

d



7

B o a r d  o f  E l d e r s

B o a r d  o f  D i s c i p l e s h i p B o a r d  o f  E l d e r s

To be Lutheran means to go straight to God for answers.  
I don’t think you hear a Lutheran say, “Here’s what  
Lutheranism teaches,” but rather, “Let’s look at what 
God’s Word says.”—Adam Goede

It means that the biggest “to-do” is done! God loves us 
and gave us his son (John 3:16), and the Holy Spirit is 
at work in our hearts. We don’t need to do anything to 
secure our place in heaven.—Jennifer Wolf

I get to spread God’s word to everyone. And know that  
I will see my Lord in Heaven one day. —Marlie Campbell, 
high school sophomore

I know the source of all truth (holy scripture) and, returning 
to that source as often as possible to hear again and 
again the gospel message, I know I am safe with Jesus, 
now and forever. —Jeff	Quint

Knowing Jesus is the truth, life, and the doorway to a 
special relationship with our Triune God. Glorifying his 
holy name by making the most out of every opportunity 
to share the gospel message with my family and others. 
—Brian Lampe

God’s inspired word is readily available to me. Whether 
I’m reading scripture during personal study, receiving the 
sacraments, hearing a sermon preached based on the 
gospel, or singing a hymn rich in tradition. The saving word 
surrounds me and confirms God’s grace is sufficient!   
—Debra Stamm

It means close fellowship, a family-like atmosphere, and,  
of course, AMAZING potucks! On a more serious note, it  
gives me confidence in the truth of the Bible and the courage 
to profess my faith through my life. —Ethan	Rindfleisch,	
high school senior 

A Celebration 500 Years in the Making

Long Range Planning Update
The Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) will be  
presenting its progress at the December 5 congregational 
meeting. Here’s a brief summary of their recent work:

 • Five architectural or design-build firms were  
  interviewed in late October to produce a master site  
  plan. This master site plan is intended to  
  encompass the potential future needs for our  
  campus, with special emphasis on our most current 
  identified need: the expansion of our school facility.

 • A recommendation on engaging one of these firms  
  to create a master site plan will be presented to the  
  voters for their approval at the December 5  
  congregational meeting.

As a reminder, there is no congregational commitment 
to go forward with any building plans. However, for the 
purpose of beginning the building discussion, the LRPC 
has reached the point where they are recommending 
approval of the commissioning of a master site plan. 

Please plan to attend the congregational meeting on 
Tuesday, December 5, at 6:30 p.m. to hear a full report 
from the LRPC and share your feedback on the next 
steps in the process.

More than 20 districts and congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod held Reformation 500 services.  
St.	John’s	members	participated	in	the	service	that	was	held	on	Sunday,	November	5,	at	the	Milwaukee	High	Life	 
Theater. Attendees had the opportunity to thank and praise God for the blessings of the Lutheran Reformation.  
When St. John’s members were asked “What does being a Lutheran mean to you?” here’s what they had to say:
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Membership Changes
NEW MEMBERS
BY TRANSFER
 Timothy & Katherine Lesperance from Salem Lutheran,  
  Milwaukee, WI
 Megan Leverence from Star of Bethlehem,  
  New Berlin, WI
 Tom & Linda Martin from Redeemer Lutheran, Iola, WI
 Nathaniel Waggoner from St. Matthew, Milwaukee, WI
 Elizabeth Zank from St. John’s, Juneau, WI

BY PROFESSION OF FAITH
 Randy LaMarche

MEMBERS LEAVING
BY TRANSFER
 Carla Bruss to Grace, Milwaukee, WI
 Alayna (Greenfield) Olson to St. John’s,  
  Mukwonago, WI
 Eric & Katherine Thiele and Eliza & Emerson to Christ  
  the Lord, Brookfield, WI
 Krista Verduzco to St. Marcus, Milwaukee, WI
 Gabriella Verduzco to St. Marcus, Milwaukee, WI
 

 Dan & Deb Westfahl and Livie & Mollie to Christ  
  Lutheran, Pewaukee, WI
 Maddie Westfahl to Christ Lutheran, Pewaukee, WI

RELEASED BY REQUEST
 Joe Nehmer and Violet
 Sophia Nehmer

Pastoral Acts
ASLEEP IN THE LORD
 Randy LaMarche September 19, 2017
 Robert Bradish  October 14, 2017

BAPTISMS 
 Ellie Hansen August 30, 2017
 Finlie Gutche September 2, 2017
 Cole Huenerbein September 3, 2017

MARRIAGES
 Hailey Moldenhauer  
  & Michael Anderson October 7, 2017
 Kayla Prange & Nathaniel Waggoner October 13, 2017
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Worship Opportunities
Sundays in Advent: Jesus Comes
 December 3 – To Destroy and Save
 December 10 – As Long Foretold
 December 17 – Not As Expected
 December 24 – Be Ready to Receive Him
 December 31 – God Revealed to You

Midweek Advent Services: Psalms of Ascent
  Wednesdays at 3:30 & 6:45 p.m.
 December 6 – Help for the Pilgrim
 December 13 – Hope for the Pilgrim
 December 20 – Home for the Pilgrim  
  (Lutheran Ceili Orchestra)

Christmas & New Year’s Services
 December 24 – Children’s Christmas Eve  
  Service, 4:00 p.m. at WLHS
 December 24 – Lessons & Carols Service, 7:00 p.m.
 December 25 – Christmas Day worship, 10:00 a.m.
 December 31 – New Year’s Eve worship, 6:45 p.m.
 January 1 – New Year’s Day worship, 10:00 a.m.

Epiphany Season
  Secrets of the Savior
 January 7 – A Secret Hidden in Plain Sight
 January14 – A Secret Revealed in Baptism
 January 21 – A Secret Calling by the Word

  Why Follow Jesus?
 January 28 – He Is All We Need
 February 4 – He Unites Us
 February 11 – We Have Seen His Glory

Jesus Comes


