St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 17 & 18, 2018
Jesus Carries Our Cross: Pride

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle
Christian Worship 122

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.

Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross
for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins
and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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THE WORD
First Lesson

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Through the new covenant, we are forgiven and will one day live in glory.

“The time is coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.
“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God, and they will be my people.
No longer will a man teach his neighbor,
or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
Psalm of the Day
Psalm 143 (see pg. 13)
Although no one is righteous before God, he does not hide his face from us and brings us into glory.
Second Lesson

Hebrews 5:7-10
Because Jesus reverently submitted to humiliation, he was also glorified.

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears
to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him and was designated by God to be high priest in the
order of Melchizedek.
Verse of the Day
M:
The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.
Please stand
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Gospel

John 12:20-33
Jesus’ ultimate glory first began with his ultimate humiliation.

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see
Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.
My Father will honor the one who serves me.
“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for
this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was
there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.
Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world;
now the prince of this world will be driven out. But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Saturday)
Small group choir

God So Loved the World
by John D. Horman

God so loved the world that to us a Son was giv’n.
And whosoever believes in him shall live forevermore.
Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 1 & 2

Grant, O God, Your Blessing
by Michael Bedford

Grant, O God, your blessing on us as we pray;
Grant, O God, your blessing on us all this day.
Just as Jesus prayed to you in the wilderness,
Let us pray ev’ry day; hear, O Lord, and bless.
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Grant, O God, your blessing on us as we pray;
Grant, O God, your blessing on us all this day.
For the things that we do wrong, please, O God, forgive.
Help us all, great and small, live as Jesus lived. Amen.
Hymn of the Day

My Song Is Love Unknown
Christian Worship 110

Sermon

John 12:20-23
The Perfect Combination

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
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Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
willingly died under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of
God’s blessing. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord, because you have brought us from death to life. With humble and
repentant hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, who became our
substitute under your holy law, who destroyed the works of the devil by his perfect obedience
to your will, who willingly carried a cross to pay the debt of the world’s sin, and who lives and
reigns to give us life.
Through his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, forgive our sins and strengthen
us for our journey heavenward. Unite us to our crucified and risen Lord, that we may believe
in him, confess him, call on his name, and finally be delivered from this world to the feast of
the Lamb, whose kingdom has no end.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 16 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

How Great Thou Art
Christian Worship 256
The Lamb (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 714
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Christian Worship 309

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Draw Us to Thee (stanzas 1 & 2)
Christian Worship 170

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Psalm 143

O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.
Do not bring your servant into judgment,
for no one living is righteous before you.
My spirit grows faint within me;
my heart within me is dismayed.
Refrain
Answer me quickly, O LORD;
do not hide your face from me.
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,
for I have put my trust in you.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;
may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Communion Assistants

Greeters

Mandy Treder, organ
Rachel Miller, clarinet
Kerry Kuehn, Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz, Mike Swenson (10:30 AM)
Mary Rindfleisch, Barb Weihing, Mark & Mary Meissner (8:00 AM)
Barb Bergquist, June Krueger, Ron & Judy Felsing (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Matt Bahr (Saturday)
Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers
•

St. John’s teacher Christine Rindfleisch and family, upon the loss of her mother last
Sunday.

•

WLHS teacher Mr. James Hahm, recovering from a recent significant heart attack.
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food of
your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me,
so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to others. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me
worthy to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here,
cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.
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Readings for the Week of Lent 5
Hebrews 7:23-27…………………………………………….Hebrews 8:1-4. 6-13
John 7:1-13…….….………………………………………… Hebrews 9:15-22
John 13:31-35……………………………………………….. Hebrews 9:24-28
Hebrews 10:1-10……………………………………………. Hebrews 10:11-18
John 11:47-55……………………………………………...... 2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Exodus 32:30-34……………………………………………..Hebrews 10:19-23
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Parents’ Preview for March 25
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“At the Name of Jesus” stanza 1
(Christian Worship 344)
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Lenten Worship Opportunities
St. John’s midweek Lenten services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 PM and 6:45 PM.
Lenten fellowship meals will be served between services beginning at 4:30 PM.
March 21 – Midweek Lent 6
Theme: Jesus Our Great High Priest Serves at a Great Altar
Preacher: Pastor James Wilcox
Menu: Sloppy joes
March 29 – Maundy Thursday (3:30 PM and 6:45 PM Communion Services)
March 30 – Good Friday (1:00 PM Communion Service)
March 30 – Good Friday (6:45 PM Tenebrae Service)
April 1 – Easter Sunday (6:00 AM Sunrise Service)
April 1 – Easter Sunday (8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Festival Services)
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