St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

Maundy Thursday
April 13, 2017
The Battle for Your Soul: The Victory Celebration

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

‘Twas on that Dark, that Doleful Night
Christian Worship 136
and of the Holy Spirit.

Instruction for the End of Lent
M:
In this Lenten season, we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering which
led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our
struggle against sin, death, and the devil – all that keeps us from loving God and one another.
This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power
of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior.
Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the
absolution, we receive forgiveness as if from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt
but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the
name and by the command of our Lord.
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each
other, as Jesus became our servant.
In Holy Communion, the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his love.
Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of
this meal. Together we receive the very body and blood of Christ given and shed for our
forgiveness and participate in the new covenant that makes us one with him and one another.
The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful when
our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M:

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Please kneel
C:

Almighty God, merciful Father; I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my
heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. I am truly sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your
mercy, O Lord.

Silence for meditation
M:

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for us.

C:

Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt. Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend
my sinful life.

M:

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, God
forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand
Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood
as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your
words and promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our eternal good; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated
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THE WORD
First Lesson

Exodus 12:1-14
The Passover celebrates God’s great acts of love and deliverance.

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the first
month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is
to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb,
they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there
are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the
goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of
Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and
tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat
roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or
cooked in water, but roast it over the fire – head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it till morning;
if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into
your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.
“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn – both men and
animals – and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for
you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague
will touch you when I strike Egypt.
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD – a lasting ordinance.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 116 (see pg. 17)
We celebrate because the LORD has delivered our souls from death.

Second Lesson
1 Corinthians 11:23-28
Whenever we eat and drink the Sacrament, we celebrate the victory won by Jesus’ death.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was
betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for
you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats
of the bread and drinks of the cup.
Verse of the Day
M:
As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Please stand
Gospel
John 13:1-15, 34
Before celebrating Holy Communion, Jesus sets an example by washing his disciples’ feet.
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent
of his love.
The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of
Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had
come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.
And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that
was why he said not every one was clean.
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly
so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.
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Be seated
Anthem (6:45 PM)
Adult Handbell Choir

In Silent Pain the Eternal Son
arranged by James Biery

In silent pain th’eternal Son hangs derelict and still
In darkened day his work is done, fulfilled his Father’s will.
Uplifted for the world to see he hangs in strangest victory,
For in his body on the tree he carries all our ill.
He died that we might die to sin and live for righteousness;
The earth is stained to make us clean and bring us into peace.
For peace he came and met its cost; he gave himself to save the lost;
He loved us to the uttermost and paid for our release.
For strife he came, to bring a sword, the truth to end all lies;
To rule in us, our patient Lord, until all evil dies:
For in his hand he holds the stars, his voice shall speak to end our wars,
And those who love him see his scars and look into his eyes.
Hymn of the Day

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
Christian Worship 313

Sermon

John 13:1-15, 34
The Lasting Love of Jesus

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory
Vocal solo

Lamb of God
by Twila Paris

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side
To walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God.
Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God!
Oh, wash me in his precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.
Your gift of love they crucified. They laughed and scorned him as he died:
The humble King they named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain
I was so lost; I should have died, but you have brought me to your side
To be led by your staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God. Refrain
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Heavenly Father, on this night your Son was handed over as the Passover Lamb so that death
might pass over us.
C:

Pour out your Spirit upon us that we might remember his sacrifice in repentance and in
faith.

M:

On this night your Son was denied and betrayed, arrested and falsely accused, and condemned
to death.

C:

Remind us that all this was necessary so that our sins would not be counted against us.
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M:

On this night your Son served his disciples and washed their feet, setting an example for them
to follow.

C:

Cause us to also follow your example and serve those around us in love.

M:

On this night your Son prayed for all those who would believe, that they might be brought to
complete unity in you.

C:

Strengthen us in the unity we enjoy with our brothers and sisters in the faith.

M:

On this night your Son gave his body and blood to his apostles as a new covenant, given and
poured out for them.

C:

Whenever we eat and drink this sacramental meal, assure us of the forgiveness it offers
and imparts.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

On this night your Son entered the dark night of the soul in Gethsemane and watched those
around him fall away.

C:

Strengthen us as we walk with our Savior, and grant that we may remain faithful until
death. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.
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M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who willingly
died under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of God’s
blessing. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and join their glorious song:

Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord, because you have brought us from death to life. With humble and
repentant hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, who became our substitute
under your holy law, who destroyed the works of the devil by his perfect obedience to your
will, who willingly carried a cross to pay the debt of the world’s sin, and who lives and reigns
to give us life.
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Through his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, forgive our sins and strengthen
us for our journey heavenward. Unite us to our crucified and risen Lord, that we may believe in
him, confess him, call on his name, and finally be delivered from this world to the feast of the
Lamb, whose kingdom has no end.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns
Adult Handbell Choir

Lenten Nocturne (6:45 PM)
arranged by Dan Edwards

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
‘Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow the star is dimmed that lately shone;
‘Tis midnight in the garden now, the suff’ring Savior prays alone.
‘Tis midnight, and for others’ guilt the Man of Sorrows weeps in blood;
Yet he that hath in anguish knelt is not forsaken by his God.
When You Woke that Thursday Morning (see pg. 18)
Christian Worship Supplement 717
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Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
Christian Worship 315
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
Christian Worship 311
Please stand

M:

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal Jesus gave us a new commandment: to
love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts and give us the will to
serve others as he was the servant of all, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated
During the singing of the psalm, the altar will be stripped. This marks the transition
from the celebration of Holy Communion to Jesus’ crucifixion and death.
Symbolically, this calls to mind how the Lord Jesus, stripped of his power and glory,
is now in the hands of his captors. The events of Good Friday are near.
Closing Psalm

Psalm 88

O LORD, the God who saves me,
day and night I cry out before you.
May my prayer come before you;
turn your ear to my cry.
For my soul is full of trouble and my life draws near the grave.
I am counted among those who go down to the pit; I am like a man without strength.
I am set apart with the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember no more, who are cut off from your care. Refrain
You have put me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths.
Your wrath lies heavily upon me; you have overwhelmed me with all your waves.
You have taken from me my closest friends and have made me repulsive to them.
I am confined and cannot escape; my eyes are dim with grief. Refrain
I call to you, O LORD, every day; I spread out my hands to you.
Do you show your wonders to the dead? Do those who are dead rise up and praise you?
Is your love declared in the grave, your faithfulness in destruction?
Are your wonders known in the place of darkness,
or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?
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But I cry to you for help, O LORD;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
Why, O LORD, do you reject me
and hide your face from me? Refrain
From my youth I have been afflicted and close to death;
I have suffered your terrors and am in despair.
Your wrath has swept over me; your terrors have destroyed me.
All day long they surround me like a flood; they have completely engulfed me.
You have taken my companions and loved ones from me;
the darkness is my closest friend. Refrain
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved
Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 116” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“In Silent Pain the Eternal Son” Text © 1992 The Jubilate Group; administered by Hope Publishing
Company.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text: Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” (Nunc Dimittis) Text public domain. Tune: Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“Go To Dark Gethsemane” Text public domain.
“Were You There” Text public domain
“‘Tis Midnight, and On Olive’s Brow” Text public domain.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text: Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
“Psalm 88” Tune © 2004 Northwestern Publishing House.
Reprinted under CCLI #11141903, all rights reserved
“Lamb of God” Text and tune © Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music. All rights reserved.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Lector

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Mandy Treder, organ
Violet Nehmer & Carolyn Sachs, vocals

Adult Handbell Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Kristi Meyer
Adam Goede, Dan Schmal, Larry Totsky (3:30 PM)
Andrew Duncan, Dan Pollesch, Jeff Quint (6:45 PM)

Head Ushers

Jon Johnson (3:30 PM)
Matt Bahr (6:45 PM)

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Good Friday, April 14
Communion Service at 1:00 PM
Tenebrae Service at 6:45 PM
Easter Sunday, April 16
Sunrise Service at 6:00 AM
Breakfast at 7:15 AM
Festival Worship Service at 8:30 and 10:30 AM

Preservice music at 8:00 and 10:00 AM
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Psalm 116

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me,
I will call on him as long as I live.
The LORD is gracious and righteous;
when I was in great need, he saved me. Refrain
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
How can I repay the LORD
for all his goodness to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank
you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and
repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Loving Father, I thank you for feeding me at the supper of your Son. Sustain me
with your Spirit, that I may serve you here on earth until my joy is complete in heaven
and I share with all the saints in the wedding supper of the Lamb. Amen.
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