St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 6 & 7, 2017
Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to be our Good Shepherd.

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
be with you.

C:

And also with you.

To God Be the Glory
Christian Worship 399

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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to Refrain
to Refrain
to Stanza 4
to Refrain
to Final Refrain
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us
now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house
forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

1 Samuel 17:34-37
Sheep are granted protection from their enemies.

But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear
came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its
mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both
the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the
armies of the living God. The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear
will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 23
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for his sheep.
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God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain
Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
You lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
My spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain
Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
Your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain
You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred,
Crowning me with love beyond my pow’r to hold. Refrain
Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain
Second Lesson

Hebrews 13:20-21
Only Jesus provides the sacrifice needed for his sheep.

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and
may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! I am the Good Shepherd;
I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.



Verse of the Day: The Verse of the Day is a familiar or significant Scripture text, bookended with
alleluias (which are omitted during the Lenten season). It is a proper – that is, it changes each Sunday.
The Verse of the Day mirrors the Sunday, festival, or season of the church year. Its placement between
the Second Lesson and the Gospel is designed to increase understanding of the lessons. It looks forward
to and welcomes the reading of the Gospel. Some of the verses are from the Old Testament, but more
come from the New Testament. A number of them are from one of the four Gospels.
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Please stand
Gospel

John 10:1-10
Sheep who enter through the gate are promised life to the full.

“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some
other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow
him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not
understand what he was telling them.
Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came
before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters
through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
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Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Jr. Choir

Shepherd of My Heart
by Francis Patrick O’Brien

My shepherd is the Lord, for nothing shall I want;
Green are the pastures where I’m led to repose.
Near waters still and deep God will refresh my soul.
I am led onward in ways true to the Name.
Guide me, O shepherd of my heart;
Lead me homeward through the dark, into everlasting day.
Show me the way of truth and light; keep me always in your sight.
May my life never part from the shepherd of my heart.
If I should walk one day into the vale of darkness,
No evil shall I fear with God at my side.
There with your crook and staff you give me strength and comfort;
You spread a banquet in the sight of my foes.
Guide me, O shepherd of my heart;
Lead me homeward through the dark, into everlasting, everlasting.
Show me the way of truth and light; keep me always in your sight.
May my life never part from the shepherd of my heart.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup is overflowing;
Goodness and kindness crown the days of my life.
Within the Lord’s own house I dwell in peace forever;
Within the house of God my soul is at rest.
Guide me, O shepherd of my heart;
Lead me homeward through the dark, into everlasting, everlasting.
Show me the way of truth and light; keep me always in your sight.
May my life never part from the shepherd of my heart.
Hymn of the Day

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Christian Worship 375

Sermon

Hebrews 13:20-21
Follow Your Good Shepherd
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Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 15 of the service folder.
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Distribution Hymns

Day by Day (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 765
Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep
Christian Worship 436
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
Christian Worship 313

Please stand

THANKSGIVING

M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
Christian Worship 432

Closing Hymn

Postlude

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief
and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart that
the gifts and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me
worthy to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here,
cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.
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Readings for the Week of Easter 4
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Ephesians 2:4-10…..…………………………………….. John 10:1-11
Matthew 26:31-35…….….……………………………… Matthew 14:23-33
John 21:15-19……………………………………………. Matthew 18:10-14
1 Peter 5:1-4……………………………………………… Ezekiel 34:23-31
John 18:1-9………………………………………………. Hebrews 13:12-21
Acts 20:28-32……………………………………………. John 10:27-30
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday)

Junior Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Mandy Treder
Bill Dittman, Jon Johnson, Mark Meissner (8:00 AM)
Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel, Scott Uecker (10:30 AM)
Kerry Kuehn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)
Greg & Stephanie Lamas and Jes & Susan Mariscal (8:00 AM)
Jon & Jessie Leyrer and Lorna Leyrer & Sally Parker (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


The altar flowers are placed by the sons of Dorothy Felsing in celebration of her birthday and in
thanks for the many blessings received.

In Our Prayers


Alice Sebald, convalescing at the Village at Manor Park, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee
Falls Health Care Center and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988 Augsburg
Publishing House.
“Shepherd of My Heart” Text based on Psalm 23.
“Oh, Taste and See” Tune Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
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Parents’ Preview for May 14
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Oh, Taste and See”
After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of
God and his eternal Word in “Oh, Taste and See” (based on Psalm 34:8 and Psalm 119:89-90).
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