St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders
and children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



Please join us for Bible classes at 9:15 AM.
A Lutheran Look at the Epistle of First Peter: Fellowship Hall, lower level of
church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 13 & 14, 2017
Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to be the only way to heaven.

Prelude
Call to Worship (8:00 AM)
Grade K4 & Congregation
Refrain:

She Will Be Called Blessed
by Elizabeth deGravelles & Joseph Barlow

She will be called blessed by her sons and her daughters;
Precious to the Father are those who seek his ways.
She will be called blessed, help above ev’ry other;
Blessed is the mother who turns to God in praise.

C:
Her strength and her dignity clothe her with beauty;
(spoken) In works of her hands she excels.
A heart of compassion she turns to the needy;
In service to others, she gives of herself.
Refrain
C:
She rises each morning to see her household;
(spoken) She looks toward the future with joy.
She teaches her children true lessons of kindness
And shares with them wisdom the world can’t destroy.
Refrain
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Draw Us to Thee
Christian Worship 170

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
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CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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to Refrain
to Refrain
to Stanza 4
to Refrain
to Final Refrain

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts
may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated



Prayer of the Day: The Prayer of the Day is a prayer that often focuses on the content of the Gospel
or Second (Epistle) Lesson, aiding in the unity of thought throughout the service. This prayer is
somewhat poetic and reverent in nature. Many of the Prayers of the Day have deep roots in the history
of the Christian Church. We should be careful to avoid the mistaken notion that written prayers are not
spiritual. On the contrary, a written prayer is a well thought out reflection of the God of order.
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THE WORD
First Lesson

1 Kings 18:16-45
Through Elijah, God shows that he is the only God.

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. When he saw Elijah,
he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”
“I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You
have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. Now summon the people from all
over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the
four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”
So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. Elijah went
before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the L ORD is God,
follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”
But the people said nothing.
Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred
and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into
pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood
but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the L ORD.
The god who answers by fire – he is God.”
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”
Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so
many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” So they took the bull given them
and prepared it.
Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “O Baal, answer us!” they shouted.
But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made.
At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is
deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” So they shouted
louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed.
Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But
there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.
Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the altar
of the LORD, which was in ruins. Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from
Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” With the stones
he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs
of seed. He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them,
“Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.”
“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.
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“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. The water ran down around the altar
and even filled the trench.
At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O L ORD, God of Abraham,
Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have
done all these things at your command. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that
you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.”
Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and
also licked up the water in the trench.
When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD – he is God! The LORD – he
is God!”
Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” They
seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there.
And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” So Ahab went
off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face
between his knees.
“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked.
“There is nothing there,” he said.
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.”
The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.”
So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’ ”
Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off
to Jezreel.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 33 (see pg. 15)
The one true God rules over all of creation.

Second Lesson

1 Peter 2:4-10
The church is built on Jesus, the only cornerstone.

As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him –
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,”
and,
“A stone that causes men to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
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They stumble because they disobey the message – which is also what they were destined for.
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the
life, says the Lord. Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

John 14:1-12
Jesus is the only way to the Father.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know
him and have seen him.”
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Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own.
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you
the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things
than these, because I am going to the Father.”

Be seated
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
arranged by Cathy Moklebust

Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Handbell Choir
I am Jesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am,
For my shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my needs and well provides me,
Loves me every day the same,
Even calls me by my name.
Day by day, at home, away;
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, he bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.
Who so happy as I am,
Even now the shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By his angel hosts attended,
He shall fold me to his breast,
There within his arms to rest.
pg. 9

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
Christian Worship 141

Hymn of the Day

Sermon

1 Peter 2:4-10
The Blessings of Clarity

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church for the Sundays of Easter
M:
Almighty God, you sent your Son to be the only way to heaven by his death and resurrection.
C:

Grant your blessing upon your people as we rejoice in the forgiveness of sins offered and
sealed through Christ.

M:

Your Son honored you and became obedient even to death on the cross. We pray for the youth
among us, that they might follow your Son’s example of willing obedience.

C:

Provide them good and godly homes where they might be trained in your ways. Give
them thankful hearts that honor their fathers and mothers as your servants.

M:

You make your Son known to us through your holy Word. We pray for pastors and teachers
who preach and teach this Word to us and others.

C:

Bless these called servants as they care for your Church. Give them every good gift that
they may serve you to the fullest.

M:

You called the apostles to spread the news of your Son’s resurrection to those around them.
We pray that you would also equip us to share the good news of Christ’s resurrection.

C:

Give us the words to speak and the courage to proclaim your truth. Remind us that your
Word will not return to you empty but will accomplish what you desire.

M:

On this Mother’s Day, we come before you with gratitude for your gift of families and
mothers. We give thanks for all those mothers who enrich our lives with their presence, teach
us about your abundant love, and continue to encourage us and share their faith with us.

C:

Give them joy and delight in their children and hold them in your tender loving care.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

You received your Son into your presence and gave him a place of honor at your right hand.
Fill us with a longing to worship him with all the saints and angels in heaven.

C:

Strengthen us in our earthly walk until that glorious day when we too will join in that
everlasting song of praise. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Church of God, Elect and Glorious
Christian Worship Supplement 774 (see pg. 16)

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.
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Be seated
Closing Hymn

You Are the Way; Through You Alone
Christian Worship 356

Announcements
WELS Connection

Congregational Partner Grant Program

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988 Augsburg
Publishing House.
“Psalm 33” Tune Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer.
“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” Text public domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
Reprinted under CCLI #11141903, all rights reserved
“She Will Be Called Blessed” Text © 1986 Word Music, LLC.
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Parents’ Preview for May 21
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)”
“Lamb of God,” sung immediately before communion, echoes the cry of John the Baptist
in celebrating Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
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Psalm 33

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
For the Word of the LORD is right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm. Refrain
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Carolyn Sachs, piano (Saturday)
Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)

Adult Handbell Choir Director
Head Ushers
Greeters

Kristi Meyer

Tom Wessel (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)
Dave & Dana Leyrer and Mark & Mary Meissner (8:00 AM)
John & Julie Rader & Paula Rauth & Becky Rehborg (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers


Alice Sebald, convalescing at the Village at Manor Park, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee
Falls Health Care Center and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.

Readings for the Week of Easter 5
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Ephesians 5:8-14…..………………………………….. 1 Timothy 3:16
John 6:66-69…….….………………………………… Acts 16:25-34
Colossians 3:16-24……………………………………. Luke 19:29-40
Matthew 21:12-17…………………………………….. Exodus 14:10-14, 24—15:3
2 Timothy 2:8-13……………………………………... 1 Corinthians 2:6-10
1 Samuel 16:14-23……………………………………. Revelation 4:2-11
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