St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

Pentecost
May 19 & 20, 2018
The Holy Spirit Brings Life to God’s People

Opening Hymn
When God the Spirit Came (see pg. 18)
Please sing all stanzas on Saturday and indicated stanzas on Sunday
setting by William Braun
During the singing of the opening hymn, the congregation is asked to rise and turn
to the back of the church to visually follow the entrance of the cross on its way to the chancel.
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

DIALOGUE FOR PENTECOST
M:

In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all people – even on my servants, both men and
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days,

C:

and everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.

M:

We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,

C:

so that we may understand what God has freely given us, not in words taught by human
wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 2:12, 13

M:

Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in them the fire of your
love. We worship in the name of the living God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Joel 2:28, 29, 32

M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us and to send the Holy Spirit to
change us from within to desire his will.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am truly
sorry for my sins and for my indifference to your holy will. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
Send your Holy Spirit to set my heart aright.

M:

You did not receive a spirit that makes you again a slave to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption. By him we cry, “Abba, Father”! The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we
are God’s children – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ. Therefore, receive the full and free
forgiveness of our Lord with thanks and praise. As a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the
Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand
Song of Praise

Hail Thee, Festival Day
The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains.
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Lo, in the likeness of fire, on those who await his appearing
He whom the Lord had foretold suddenly, swiftly descends. Refrain
Forth from the Father he comes with heavenly wisdom and courage,
Pouring upon the new church pow’r to proclaim and baptize. Refrain
Hear how in myriad tongues Christ’s own, his chosen apostles,
Preach to the ends of the earth Christ and his wonderful works. Refrain
See the communion of saints increase through the gospel of Jesus.
Praise to the Spirit of life; praise to the Spirit of pow’r! Refrain
Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace.
Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell
abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Ezekiel 37:1-14
The Holy Spirit gives life to that which is dead.

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?”
I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will
come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will
put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ”
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So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them
and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may
live.’ ” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up
on their feet – a vast army.
Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what
the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I
will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I
open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it,
declares the LORD.’ ”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 51b
The Holy Spirit creates new life in God’s people.

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
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The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Refrain
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will turn back to you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson

Acts 2:1-21
The Holy Spirit gives life to the Church.

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking
in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?
Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites;
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and
Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they
asked one another, “What does this mean?”
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Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and
all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are
not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet
Joel:
“ ‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
I will show wonders in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ ”
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in them
the fire of your love. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

John 14:25-27
The Holy Spirit gives life by bringing Christ to us and us to Christ.

“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
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Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Choir

O Thou Sweetest Source of Gladness
setting by J.S. Bach

O Thou sweetest source of gladness,
O Thou fairest source of light,
Who alike in joy and sadness
Leadest men on paths aright:
Holy Spirit, God of peace,
Thou whose care doth never cease,
Thee we owe our preservation;
Hear, O hear my supplication.
Like a rain in boundless measure,
Thou art shed from yonder throne,
Bearing blessing as Thy treasure
From the Father and the Son.
Come to me, O noble guest;
With the gifts by Thee possessed.
Pour them out as Thou art willing,
All my soul and body filling.
With Thy strength be ever near me,
Firm and faithful at my side;
As my helper haste to hear me,
And all needful aid provide.
Curb the flesh inclined to ill;
Take my sinful human will.
To renew and make it holy,
That it see to please Thee solely.
Hymn of the Day

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord
Christian Worship 176

Sermon

John 14:25-27
The Holy Spirit’s Vital Work
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Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
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Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Holy Spirit, we worship and glorify you as the Lord and the giver of life. As you were present
at the beginning of the world to shed life on all created things and as you gave a new life of
understanding to the disciples in your Pentecost baptism of fire,
C:

So by the baptism of water with the Word you have made the light of faith shine in our
hearts to know Jesus as our Lord.

M:

Holy Spirit, by our own thinking or choosing, we cannot believe in Jesus Christ or come to
him. But you have called us by the gospel, enlightened us with your gifts, and sanctified and
kept us in the true faith.

C:

In the same way you call, gather, enlighten, and sanctify the whole Christian Church on
earth and keep it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

M:

Holy Spirit, all-seeing Counselor and fountain of all spiritual gifts, stand by us in the weakness
of our sinful flesh and grant us a right understanding of the truths that Jesus taught.

C:

Give us strength to endure with patience whatever afflictions God may send into our
lives. Help us, intercede for us, and train us that we may pray to the Father with boldness
and confidence.

M:

Holy Spirit, by the power of your Word preserve us in our most holy faith as members of the
Church, the body of Jesus, where there is forgiveness for all.

C:

Thanks be to you for the daily and full forgiveness of sins given and imparted to me and
all believers.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow
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M:

Holy Spirit, highest comfort in every need, in these gray and last days of the world, strengthen
our feeble hands, steady our weak knees, and encourage our fearful hearts. Remind us of your
Word and promises: “Be strong; do not fear. Your Lord will come again. He will come to save
you.”

C:

On the last day, raise up our bodies so that we, together with all the saints, may lift up
our heads and with glorified eyes see our Savior drawing near. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this
day poured out his promised Holy Spirit to testify to the truth and to remind his followers of
everything he had said to them. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect
life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the
grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 22 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us (see pg. 20)
Christian Worship Supplement 753
There Is a Balm in Gilead
Christian Worship 564
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
Christian Worship 313

Please stand
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M:

Send down, O Lord, the fire of your Holy Spirit, that being fed and nourished by your Word
we may be bold to confess and live out its truth. Pour out your Spirit on all your people that we
may trust faithfully, serve willingly, and act wisely in every circumstance to the glory of your
holy name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Holy Spirit, God of Love
Christian Worship 180

During the recessional, the congregation is asked to remain standing to sing
and turn to visually follow the cross as it leaves the sanctuary.
Please be seated at the completion of the hymn to await dismissal by the ushers.
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Lectors

Pastor Eric Schroeder
Pastor Joshua Yu

Musicians

Lynn Kozlowski, organ
Adam Sipe, trumpet
Christian Willick, vocal (Saturday)

Adult Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Dr. William Braun
Dan Ebeling, Cary Haakenson, Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM)
Andrew Duncan, Adam Goede, Keith Hackbarth (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Kerry Kuehn (Saturday)
Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

In Our Prayers
•
•
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you will
not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me
worthy to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here,
cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.
Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Hail Thee, Festival Day” Text stanzas 1 & 3 from the English Hymnal, Oxford University Press. Text
stanzas 2 & 4 © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Tune from the English Hymnal, Oxford University Press.
“Psalm 51b” Tune and tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“O Thou Sweetest Source of Gladness” Text public domain.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text: Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune: Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text: Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Isaiah 44:1-8…..………………………………………John 3:16-21
Acts 2:42-47…….….…………………………………John 6:44-51
Acts 3:1-10……………………………………………Acts 3:11-21
Acts 4:5-22……………………………………………Acts 4:23-31
Ephesians 2:17-22…………………………………….Ephesians 4:11-16
Acts 8:14-25…………………………………………..John 20:19-23
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Parents’ Preview for May 27
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)
The Kyrie is sung between the confession of sins and the absolution.
It is a penitential plea for forgiveness to the triune God.
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