St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

Trinity Sunday
May 26 & 27, 2018
The Word creates faith in the Holy Trinity.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

God, We Praise You
Christian Worship 277

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all creation
by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ: in
mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear we may ever worship you, one
true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit living and reigning, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Isaiah 6:1-8
Isaiah worships the triune God and receives his calling through the Word.

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train
of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were
calling to one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”
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Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs
from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is
taken away and your sin atoned for.”
Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 150
All creation praises the Triune God.

Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his surpassing greatness. Refrain
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,
praise him with tambourine and dancing,
praise him with strings and flute,
praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals. Refrain
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Second Lesson
Romans 8:14-17
The Spirit testifies that we are children of the Father and co-heirs with the Son through the Word.
Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes
you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we
are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we
may also share in his glory.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.
Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

John 3:1-17
The Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, creates faith in the Son through the Word.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling
council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from
God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born
again.”
“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second
time into his mother’s womb to be born!”
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.”
“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
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“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth,
we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our
testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I
speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven –
the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day
We All Believe in One True God (see pg. 15)
Congregation will sing all stanzas on Saturday and indicated stanzas on Sunday
Sermon

Isaiah 6:1-8
An Impossible Change

Please stand
Athanasian Creed
Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever.
Now this is the true Christian faith:
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God,
without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.
For each person – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – is distinct,
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty.
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.
The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;
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yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,
just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite,
but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite.
In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty;
yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
yet they are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.
For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God and Lord,
so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords. 
The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son.
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; 
one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior,
but all three persons are coequal and coeternal,
so that in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God
and one God worshiped as three persons.
Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.
This is the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.



In the early history of the Christian church, our spiritual forefathers adopted three universal creeds to
define and defend the truths of the Christian faith. We still use two of these creeds, the Apostles’ Creed
and the Nicene Creed, on a regular basis. However, it is our practice to make use of the third universal
creed, called the Athanasian Creed, once a year on Trinity Sunday.
Because we confess this creed only annually and because its language may sound confusing in some
places and harsh in others, it is important for us to have a basic understanding of the times in which this
creed was written. The words of instruction on the next page are from pg. 132 of Christian Worship…
This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith in the fourth century.
It was prepared to assist the church in combating two errors that undermined Bible teaching. One
error denied that God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being or Godhead with the Father. The
other error denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person. The Athanasian Creed
continues to serve the Christian Church as a standard of the truth. It declares that whoever rejects the
doctrine of the Trinity and the doctrine of Christ is without the saving faith.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord God Almighty, you have graciously revealed yourself to us as one God in three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C:

We thank you that you have invited us to pray and promised to hear us and answer us
according to your merciful will.

M:

Almighty Father, at the beginning of time you spoke and all creation came to be. In the waters
of holy baptism, you have spoken our names and declared us righteous.

C:

Let your light shine through us that others may see our good deeds and praise you in
heaven.

M:

Eternal Son, you declare that no one can come to the Father except through you, and no one
can say you are Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

C:

Though the world is offended by this truth, cause us to speak it without wavering, that all
people may hear the only name given under heaven by which we are saved.

M:

Holy Spirit, you bring life to those who are spiritually dead. Teach us all that we need to know
for our salvation, and testify that we are God’s children.

C:

Lead us daily to meditate on your inspired Word, and strengthen our faith that we might
comfort our brothers and sisters in the faith as you comfort us in our time of weakness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow
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M:

O Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we praise you now and forever for your marvelous
works and for the undeserved love and mercy which you continually show to us.

C:

Father of infinite majesty, hear our prayers for the sake of your one and only Son, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, the blessed and
eternal Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old
Christian Worship 267

Please stand
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated
Closing Hymn

May the Peace of God (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 745

Announcements
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)
Hannah Braun & Rachel Wendland, violin (Sunday)

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Head Ushers

Greeters

Tom Wessel (Saturday)
Jon Johnson (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)
Mark & Mary Gaub, Sue Freedlund and Paul Katzer (8:00 AM)
Holly Curtis and Brian & Tracy Lampe (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers
•

The thirteen members of St. John’s class of 2018 upon their graduation this past Thursday

•

Charlotte Hansen, scheduled for shoulder replacement surgery this Tuesday at Community
Memorial in Menomonee Falls
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Parents’ Preview for June 3
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Thank the Lord”
In “Thank the Lord,” sung immediately after communion, the congregation expresses thanks for
the forgiveness of sins imparted in Holy Communion. We rejoice and sing the praises of our God.
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Readings for the Week of Trinity
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Deuteronomy 6:4-13.…………………………………Ephesians 3:14-215
Colossians 2:1-9….….………………………………..1 Kings 8:6-14, 22, 23, 26-30
Ephesians 4: 1-6……….……………………………...2 Corinthians 13:11-13
1 Timothy 3:14-16……….……………………………Numbers 6: 22-27
Ephesians 1:3-14…….………………………………..1 Corinthians 12:1-6
John 5:17-23.………………………………………….Ezekiel 1:4-6. 22-28
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