St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

Saints Triumphant
November 18 & 19, 2017
Lord, Keep Us: Watchful for Deliverance

Prelude
Call to Worship (Saturday)
Adult Choir

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
by Thomas Keesecker

Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; our hearts in true devotion bow.
Your Spirit send with light divine, and let your truth within us shine.
Unseal our lips to sing your praise in endless hymns through all our days.
Increase our faith and light our minds and set us free from doubt that blinds.
Then shall we join the hosts that cry,“O holy, holy, Lord Most High!”
In the light of that blest place we then shall see you face to face.
All glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity, be praise throughout eternity!
I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name
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Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
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C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered
from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we
may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Ezekiel 37:15-28
Like Israel, we wait and watch for the Lord to gather us into his kingdom.

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ‘Belonging to
Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write on it,
‘Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ Join them
together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand.
“When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ say to them, ‘This is
what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph – which is in Ephraim’s hand –
and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick, making them a single stick of
wood, and they will become one in my hand.’ Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on and
say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where
they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land. I will make
them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they
will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves
with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful
backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God.
“ ‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow
my laws and be careful to keep my decrees. They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the
land where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children will live there
forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them; it
will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my
sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will
be my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is
among them forever.’ ”



Lectionary: A lectionary is the list of readings for a given Sunday or festival of the church year.
Public reading of the Scriptures has always been an important part of worship. Two lessons were read
in the Jewish synagogue: one from the law and one from the prophets. Along with these lessons, the
early Christians also began to read from the Gospels and the letters of the apostles, now known as
epistles. The lectionary (series of readings) used by many Lutheran churches is based on a three-year
cycle. A full listing of the three year lectionary lessons can be found on pgs. 163-165 of Christian
Worship. For more information on the lectionary, see pg. 16 of Understanding Lutheran Worship,
found in the hymnal rack.
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Response to the Word

Blessed Are They
The congregation is invited to sing the refrains.

Multitudes, clothed in white robes, from ev’ry nation and tongue,
Stood before God and the Lamb at the marriage feast of the Lamb.
They’ll neither hunger nor thirst, death, sorrow, pain vanquished now,
God wipes all tears from their eyes by the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain

Blessing and honor, they cry, unto the Lamb that was slain,
Redeeming us with his blood in the marriage feast of the Lamb.
Please pause betweeen stanzas 3 and 4 as the names of those who entered the Church Triumphant
during the past year are read…
Frieda Hiegel
11/9/16
Susan Rader
3/5/17
Doris Palubecki
12/2/16
Randy LaMarche
9/19/17
Henry Walters
1/12/17
Robert Bradish
10/14/17
Sally Wernicke
2/21/17
Servant, saint, martyr at rest, sanctified, ransomed, restored,
Thund’rously sing a new song of the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain
Worthy are you, Lamb of God, to receive glory and praise.
Alleluia and amen! For the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain
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Second Lesson

Revelation 19:1-9
Our waiting and watching will end when we join the saints in heaven
at the wedding supper of the Lamb.

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”
And again they shouted:
“Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”
The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated
on the throne. And they cried:
“Amen, Hallelujah!”
Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
“Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!”
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals
of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.
Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)
Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb!’” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his
temple. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel
Matthew 25:1-13
Some guests who are waiting and watching will be ready for the wedding banquet; others will not.
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps
but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
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“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil
and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’
“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Saturday)
Adult Choir

Keep Your Lamps!
arranged by Andre Thomas

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.
Children, don’t get weary ‘til your work is done.
Christian, journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.
Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 5-8

Keep Your Lamps!
arranged John Helgen

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work is almost done.
Children, don’t get weary, for this work is almost done.
Darker midnight lies before us, for this work is almost done.
Lo, the morning soon is breaking, for this work is almost done.
Children, don’t get weary, for this work is almost done.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work is almost done.
Hymn of the Day

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
Christian Worship 206

Sermon

Matthew 25:1-13
Trim Your Lamps!
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Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Saints Triumphant
M:
O blessed heavenly Father, God of all comfort and Lord of our salvation, on this day we
remember those who have finished their course of faith and now rest from their labors.
C:

We thank you, blessed Lord, that in your grace you called them out of darkness into the
marvelous light of your truth.
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M:

We remember with love those dear ones who confessed your name on earth and now sing your
praise in eternal glory. We thank you for their time among us and praise you for bringing them
safely home to heaven.

C:

Whenever sorrow floods our hearts at their departure, remind us of the glory that is now
theirs.

M:

For those whose earthly life is drawing to a close, give them patience as they wait upon the
unfolding of your will. Comfort your children in their last hours of their earthly lives.

C:

Renew them in spirit with your steadfast love that they may rejoice and be glad
throughout their remaining days.

M:

As we remember the aged and dying, strengthen the hands of all who care for these loved ones.

C:

Give all caregivers energy and patience to kindly minister to your children whose eternal
rest draws near.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Keep us in the one true faith until the day we are called before your throne to receive the
crown of righteousness reserved for the faithful.

C:

Give us a longing for that day, when we will join our voices in praise with the saints who
have gone before us. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.
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M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who will
soon come again in glory to deliver us forever from this present evil age. Therefore with all the
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song

Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, Lord God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Your Word
brought all things into being, and your Word will call all things to an end. We thank you,
heavenly Father, that in mercy you sent your Son to redeem us. By his incarnation, he became
one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame
hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
We remember, O Lord, with thanksgiving the saving work of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Renew us that we may joyfully serve you in your kingdom of grace now and in your kingdom
of glory forever.
C:

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns

For All the Saints
Christian Worship 551
Jerusalem the Golden (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 728
Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
Christian Worship 318

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See
Christian Worship 219

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Readings for the Week of Saints Triumphant
Philippians 2:6-11………………………………………………Luke 12:35-40
Hebrews 12:12-18…….….…………………………………….Isaiah 54:11-17
Mark 13:33-37……………………………………………… Revelation 3:7-13
Matthew 25:14-30………………………………………………Luke 13:22-30
Hebrews 10:32-39……………………………………………...Isaiah 49:14-21
Hebrews 12:22-29…………………………………..Revelation 21:9-14, 18-27
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ
John Plaski, calypso drums

Adult Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Greeters

Dr. William Braun
Jeff Quint, Dan Schmal, Bill Dittman (8:00 AM)
Andrew Duncan, Dan Pollesch, Jeff Scheibe (10:30 AM)
Greg & Stephanie Lamas and Dave & Dana Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Sally Parker and Kathryn Hendee and Jes & Susan Mariscal (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Doug Knuth (Saturday)
Jon Johnson (8:00 AM)
Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by the family of John Ellenberger in celebration of his 91 st
birthday, and in thanks for God’s blessings.

In Our Prayers
•

Don Sebald, continuing to temporarily convalesce at the Village at Manor Park

•

Ida Yorde, now convalescing and residing at Silverado Care Facility in Menomonee
Falls
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Parents’ Preview for November 26
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 47 Refrain

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” Text public domain.
“Blessed Are They” Text and tune © 1996 Birnamwood Publications.
“Keep Your Lamps” Text public domain.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.
“Psalm 47” Tune Dale Wood, reprinted from Seasonal Psalms © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House..

pg. 19

