St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

All Saints’ Day
November 4 & 5, 2017
Lord, Keep Us: Mindful of our Predecessors

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Who Knows When Death
Christian Worship 210

M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

C:

And also with you.

M:

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This is what the
ancients were commended for.
Hebrews 11:1, 2

C:

They were longing for a better country – a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
Hebrews 11:16

M:

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.

C:

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.

M:

They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night.

C:

They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give
them light. And they will reign forever and ever.
Revelation 22:1, 3-5

M:

Too often we have set our minds on earthly things and not on things that are above. Therefore,
let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
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C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Since we have been raised with Christ, we eagerly set our minds on things above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand
M:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us.
Hebrews 12:1

C:

We are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and
members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.
Ephesians 2:19, 20

Congregational Song of Praise

By All Your Saints Still Striving
Christian Worship 552 (stanzas 1, 22, 3)

By all your saints still striving, for all your saints at rest,
Your holy name, O Jesus, forevermore be blessed.
You rose, our King victorious, that they might wear the crown
And ever shine in splendor reflected from your throne.
Apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the noble throng
Who wear the spotless raiments and raise the ceaseless song –
For these, passed on before us, we offer praises due
And, walking in their footsteps, would live our lives for you.
Then let us praise the Father and worship God the Son
And sing to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One,
Till all the ransomed number who stand before the throne
Ascribe all pow’r and glory and praise to God alone.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one holy Church, the body of Christ our
Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your blessed saints in lives of faith and willing
service and with them at last inherit the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those
who love you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Isaiah 26:1-4, 8, 9, 12, 13, 19-21
The LORD has always brought his people safely home.

In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:
We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts.
Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith.
You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.
Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD is the Rock eternal.
Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you;
your name and renown are the desire of our hearts.
My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you.
When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn righteousness.
LORD, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us.
O LORD, our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us,
but your name alone do we honor.
But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.
You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy.
Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead.
Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you;
hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by.
See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins.
The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer.
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 34

Blessed are those who the LORD hears, redeems, and brings safely home.

Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed are they who take refuge in him.
The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous
and his ears are attentive to their cry.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them.
Refrain
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
The LORD redeems his servants;
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Second Lesson

Revelation 7:9-17
God has led generations before safely home to heaven.

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They
fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying:
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor
and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes – who are they, and where did they come
from?”
I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore,
“they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd;
he will lead them to springs of living water.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple.
Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 5:1-12
Blessed are those who have gone safely home before us.

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to
him, and he began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day

Around the Throne, a Glorious Band
Christian Worship 549

Sermon

Matthew 5:1-12
Blessed Are the Saints of God

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed are those whom you have redeemed through the blood of
the Lamb, washed in the saving water of baptism, and brought to faith by the Spirit.
C:

Keep us in this faith that we may one day stand before you in the heavenly kingdom you
have prepared for us.

M:

Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed are the poor in spirit and those who mourn and grieve.
Grant them hope in Christ, whose resurrection prefigures our own joyful resurrection and our
reunion with the saints who have gone before us.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

M:

Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed are the meek, who trust not in their own merits but
hunger and thirst for righteousness. Make their hearts pure and equip them by your Spirit to
live holy, upright, and godly lives.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

M:

Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed are the merciful and the persecuted, who know the
pureness of your heart and suffer for your sake. Shower your mercy upon us, bring peace to the
nations, and deliver us from terror, violence, and oppression.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed are those who trust in you and who confess with the
saints in heaven, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.”

C:

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. By his saints and witnesses of the past he encourages us to run with
perseverance the race marked out for us and to live in righteousness and peace.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 18 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 726
Behold a Host, Arrayed in White
Christian Worship 550
O Lord, We Praise You
Christian Worship 317

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Heavenly Father, as we are strangers and pilgrims here on earth, set our minds on things
above, rejoicing in our citizenship in the heavenly Jerusalem. With the faithful who have gone
safely home before us, open our lips that our mouths may confess the salvation that is ours
through the sacrifice of your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

For All Your Saints, O Lord
Christian Worship 555

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Seminary Student Adam Marley (Saturday)
Pastor Eric Schroeder (Sunday)

Musician
Communion Assistants

Dan Schmal, organ
Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann, Jeff Quint (8:00 AM)
Dave Allerheiligen, Adam Marley, Adam Goede (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Greeters

Matt Bahr (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM)
Rick Yahn(10:30 AM)
David & Wendy Close, Deb Fitzsimmons, Mary Rindfleisch (8:00 AM)
Lorna Leyrer, Sally Parker, Jess & Susan Mariscal (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Dan and Sue Eick in celebration of their 32 nd wedding
anniversary, and in thanks of blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•
•
•

Mark Gaub, recovering at home from eye surgery this past Wednesday
Ida Yorde, convalescing at Linden Grove in Menomonee Falls
Don Sebald, hospitalized at West Allis Memorial
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and
condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope,
and strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread.
Enable me to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“By All Your Saints Still Striving” Text from The Hymnal 1982 © The Church Pension Fund. Used by
permission.
“Psalm 34” Tune Columba Kelly © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” Text and tune public domain.

Readings for the Week
M
T
W
TH
F
S

John 5:19-24…………………………………………………………..Daniel 5:1-30
Hebrews 10:26-31…….….…………………………………….…Genesis 19:15-29
Luke 13:1-9……………………………………………………….…Romans 2:1-11
Luke 21:11-19……………………………………………………..Ezekiel 14:12-23
Revelation 2:1-5, 7...……………………………………………...Revelation 2:8-11
1 Peter 4:1-7……………………………………………………Revelation 20:11-15
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Parents’ Preview for November 12
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” (stanza 1)
Christian Worship 207
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