St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher.

Worship Notes
•

Altar flowers are placed by Matt and Jenny Bahr in celebration of their 9th
wedding anniversary and in memory of their beloved dog who passed away this
past week, and in thanks for blessings received.

•

We thank the following for serving as St. John’s 2018-19 Sunday School and
Teen Ministry teachers: Carrie Simon & Kathy Hobler (K3); Marlie Campbell &
Chloe Todor (K4); Rachel Wendland & Brittany Rusch (K5); Rachel Kostrzewa
(Grades 1-2); Kurt Kostrzewa (Grades 3-4); Kim Dvorachek & Matt Pastorek
(Grades 5-7); Grace Rindfleisch (Teen Assistant).

•

We thank the following for serving as St. John’s 2018-19 Chinese teachers:
Mary Groth and Kurt Meingast.

In Our Prayers
•

Sue Pappalardo, hospitalized at Columbia-St. Mary.

•

Mike Swenson, released from the hospital last Sunday and recovering at home.

Unity Sunday
September 9, 2018
United in Christ

Prelude
Opening Hymn
The choir will sing stanza 3
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (see pg. 13)
Christian Worship 234

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.



A quick scan of the gymnasium this morning reveals the many differences among the members of
St. John’s. Some are young; others are only young at heart. Some work in offices; others work in
factories. For many, English is their first and only language; others are more comfortable speaking
Mandarin. In spite of these differences and all the things that could separate and divide us, we stand
united. As Christians, we are united by a common faith and we share a common goal. And we gather
for worship on this special occasion to celebrate the unity that is ours through faith in Jesus Christ.
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Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)

Refrain:

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as
a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for
forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked.
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The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation is invited to immediately
repeat the refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray:
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church, and because it cannot
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated
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THE WORD
First Lesson

Isaiah 35:4-7a
God will deliver his people with perfect understanding and compassion.

Say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution he will come to save you.”
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
Psalm of the Day
Adult Choir

Make a Joyful Noise
by John Behnke

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Make a joyful noise; serve the Lord with gladness!
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Come before his presence with a song.
For the Lord is good; his love endures forever,
And his faithfulness until the end of time.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Come into his presence with a song.
Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Make a joyful noise; serve the Lord with gladness!
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Come before his presence with a song.
For the Lord is good; his love endures forever,
And his faithfulness until the end of time.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Come before his presence with a song.
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Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him, and bless his name!
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Make a joyful noise; serve the Lord with gladness!
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Come before his presence with a song.
For the Lord is good; his love endures forever,
And his faithfulness until the end of time.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Come before his presence with a song.
Second Lesson
James 1:17-27
We strive to live a life of understanding and compassion that reflects God’s perfect gifts.
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,
who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we
might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. Therefore, get
rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which
can save you.
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens
to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has
heard, but doing it – he will be blessed in what he does.
If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives
himself and his religion is worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
Verse of the Day
Adult Choir
Alleluia! Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Alleluia!
Please stand
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Gospel

Mark 7:31-37
Jesus heals a deaf and mute man with perfect understanding and compassion.

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the
region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk,
and they begged him to place his hand on the man.
After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he
spit and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him,
“Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was
loosened and he began to speak plainly.
Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about
it. People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Response to the Word
Children’s Choir

Jesus Loves Me
arranged by Margaret R. Tucker

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago,
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.”
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me still today, walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
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Hymn of the Day

Christ Is Our Cornerstone (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship 528

Sermon

Mark 7:31-37
Jesus Does All Things Well

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Offertory
Adult Handbell Choir

Alleluia! Amen!
arranged by Karen L. Buckwalter

Come, Christian, join to sing alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King. Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!
Come, lift your hearts on high, alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky. Alleluia! Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend, to us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen!
Praise yet our Christ again, alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain. Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore, his goodness we’ll adore,
Singing forever alleluia! Amen!
Installation of Sunday School and Chinese teachers
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord, we thank you for this opportunity to gather around your Word as one Christian family.
C:

Help us to always rejoice in the salvation we share.

M:

Lord, we thank you for calling us to be members of the body of Christ.

C:

Confirm us in our purpose as individuals and as a body of believers.

M:

Lord, you set the lonely in families, and through Jesus Christ you bind your saints into a
Christian community.

C:

Move us to value and enjoy our oneness in you.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow
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M:

Lord, we thank you for this special gathering today.

C:

Continue the unity you have created among us and fill us with a sense of family, purpose,
and Christian joy. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory (see pg. 15)
Christian Worship 523

Please stand
M:

God our Father, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be one. Make your Church one
with him as he is one with you, so that in unity and peace we may carry the message of your
love to the world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all
hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to himself
by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship 318

Closing Hymn

Announcements
Postlude
Following the service, refreshments will be served in the commons area.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 16
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Proverbs 30:4-9………..……………………………………1 Timothy 4:4-8
1 Timothy 6:6-12a….….……………………………………Luke 16:9-13
1 Corinthians 7:20-24……………………………………….Acts 27:20-37
1 Kings 17:1-6...…………………………………………….1 Thessalonians 2:5-12
John 4:31-38...………………………………………………2 Thessalonians 3:6-12
Luke 6:20-26………………………………………………..Revelation 22:1-5
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Lectors

Pastor Joel Leyrer
Pastor Joshua Yu

Musicians

Lynn Kozlowski, piano
Hannah Braun, violin
Christian Willick, vocals

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Children’s Choir Director

Mandy Treder

Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Head Ushers

Tom Wessel, Doug Knuth and Kerry Kuehn

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Text and tune public domain.
Jesus, the Compassion of God (Kyrie and Gloria) © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc.
“Make a Joyful Noise” Text based on Psalm 100.
“Jesus Loves Me” Text public domain.
“Christ Is Our Cornerstone” Text and tune public domain.
“Come, Christians, Join to Sing” Text public domain.
“God of Grace and God of Glory” Text and tune public domain.
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Text © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc. Tune public
domain.
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin next Sunday at 9:15 AM.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Times of Trial…Times of Opportunity
Taught by Chaplain Steven Stern in the Fellowship Hall
At some point in time every one of us has been with a friend or a family member who is in the midst of
a trial in their life. They may have just lost a loved one. What do we say? What do we do? Where do we
start in trying to be helpful to them? Using various scriptures, role plays, and looking at themes that
might arise in people’s hearts in their times of trial, this Bible study will find something that will give
you the confidence to reach out to those who are hurting.

A Survey of Christian Hymnody
Taught by Dr. William Braun in the School Lecture Room
This class will trace the development of hymns in service of the church. We will begin with PreReformation and Reformation traditions in Europe and continue with British and American
contributions. The basic purpose of this class is to better understand and appreciate the long tradition of
congregational hymn singing.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christian doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend.
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